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Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on the REF for the Western Section of the 
RVRT, which is currently on public exhibition (May 12th to July 3rd, 2022). 
 

1.  RVRT Inc. 
 
This submission has been prepared by members of Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT) Inc., the RVRT 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ DǊƻǳǇΦ hǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ-standing interests in developing the RVRT as a key 
Hunter Region shared pathway and resource, promoting a broad range of lifestyle, recreational, 
environmental, cultural/heritage, business and tourist activities. 
 
Collectively, we have detailed knowledge about the RVRT, other cycleways and trails, their 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ w±w¢ LƴŎΦ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
working with local communities, other organisations and stakeholder groups, to help promote and 
deliver this important regional initiative. 
 

2.  The Current Proposal 
 
The 32km RVRT (40km with connections) will be a continuous off-road shared pathway running 
from Shortland (near the Hunter Wetlands Centre) to Kurri Kurri (Log of Knowledge Park), 
connecting four LGAs (Newcastle, Lake Macquarie, Cessnock and Maitland). The trail runs 
primarily along the former Richmond Vale railway alignment, as well as utilising Hunter Water 
Corporation pipeline corridors (e.g., Shortland to Tarro segment and Fletcher connection). It will 
be a multi-purpose trail, supporting a broad range of user groups. The Hunter and Central Coast 
Regional Planning Panel (PPSHCC-55) granted planning approval in December 2021 for the initial 
13km (coastal wetlands) Eastern Section of the RVRT within Newcastle LGA (ΨShortland to Hexham 
Junction and Minmi/FletcherΩ) ς see Figure 1. 
 
Current Proposal for Western Section:  The 17km Western Section of the RVRT within Lake 
aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ /ŜǎǎƴƻŎƪ [D!ǎ όΨ{ǘƻŎƪǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ YǳǊǊƛ YǳǊǊƛΩ) is identified as ŀ ΨǊƻŀŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ

mailto:rvrt.inc@gmail.comT
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/
mailto:recreation@cessnock.nsw.gov.au
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Figure 1.  Western Section of Richmond Vale Rail Train (RVRT) [Brown line] and 
               ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ Ψ[ŜƎǎΩ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ (December 2021) 
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ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ нΦмлт ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ ό¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
Infrastructure SEPP, 2021) ς see Brown Line in Figure 1. Consequently, a Development Application 
is not required, with a comprehensive Review of Environmental Factors (REF) considered to be 
appropriate, under Division 5.1 of the EP&A Act. 
 
The REF [March 2022] that is currently on exhibition presents Concept Design Plans for the 
Western Section (Appendix A), together with key trail features and benefits, environmental 
assessments, legislative and management considerations, and potential mitigation measures. 
Based on the feedback received and other considerations, the two Councils need to separately 
determine whether this current RVRT proposal should proceed largely as outlined in the REF. 
 
Western Section Trail Features (Preferred Options): 
Á Typically, the path within the Western Section will have a 3m wide flexible sealed pavement 

(e.g., granular material overlaid with asphalt or concrete), primarily following existing disused 
rail alignments (Lake Macquarie LGA: 2.7km; and Cessnock LGA: 14.4km). 

Á Restoration and repair of three Historic brick Railway Tunnels (two in Lake Macquarie LGA). 
Á Improved access to conservation areas - As the majority of the trail is on publicly owned land 

(Crown Lands, NPWS), over time, there will be enhanced public access to Pambalong Nature 
Reserve, Stockrington & Werakata State Conservation Areas; appropriate access agreements 
and operational plans will also be negotiated with all landowners, together with mitigation 
measures, where required (e.g., fencing, screening, signage, management measures). 

Á Construction of new concrete bridges and demolition of existing dilapidated timber bridges 
(and possible repurposing): 15m two-span bridge at Surveyors Creek; 70m single-span bridge 
at Wallis Creek; and diverted short culvert crossing at Werakata Creek. 

Á Four at grade local road crossings: Dog Hole Road, Stockrington; Quarry Access Road and 
Hunter Expressway construction yard (off George Booth Drive), Richmond Vale; and Pokolbin 
Street, Kurri Kurri. 

Á Provision for new car parks, other amenities (e.g., toilet and shelter areas, bike facilities, 
water fountains, potential picnic sites), and construction related facilities (e.g., compound 
and stockpile areas) at various access points (illustrated in REF Figure 3-1), together with 
some exploration of additional access locations within Stockrington State Conservation Area 
(e.g., Mid-trail Precinct). 

Á Plans to build a high quality shared trail will also be advantageous from a variety of 
perspectives: minimising ongoing environmental impacts; encouraging a wide range of users, 
including those with reduced mobility; and reducing longer-term maintenance costs to 
Councils and other stakeholders. 

Á Potential negative impacts on the local environment and adjacent properties are also 
considered to be relatively minor and manageable, mainly because the RVRT uses existing 
embankments and previously cleared areas. 

Á Importantly, initial development approval for this trail section will add to previous approvals 
within Newcastle LGA, helping to facilitate integrated trail development across the Hunter 
Region; after all, the many regional benefits of the trial will only be fully realised when all of 
the key segments are in place. 

Á A trail construction timeline of approx. 12-18 months is currently anticipated (after receipt of 
required funding).

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc05_-_appendix_a_-_design_drawings_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/figure_3-1_from_ref_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri.pdf
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3.  Unique Features (Whole Trail) 
 
In evaluating the merits of the Current Proposal, consideration also needs to be given to the 
unique features of the whole trail, and to the opportunities and benefits that will arise from 
developing the whole integrated 40km trail ς and for all user groups (not just cyclists) ς both in 
the short- and the long-term. 
 
As detailed below, there are several inter-related aspects of the RVRT that set it apart from other 
rail trails and greenways - and which, over time, are likely to contribute to increased patronage, 
return visits, and a stronger sense of community and regional ownership. 
 
Landscape Diversity: 
The RVRT traverses a wide variety of landscapes and ecosystems, over a relatively short distance. 
Visitors will be able to travel from coastal wetlands, through nature reserves and conservation 
areas, visit historic tunnels in forested semi-mountainous areas in the vicinity of Mt. Sugarloaf, and 
then travel through rural locations to visit regional towns. !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ŀƭƭǳƳ ±ƛȊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨTowards the Richmond Vale Rail TrailΩ ōƻƻƪ όнлмтΣ ¢ƻƳ CŀǊǊŜƭƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ώ¢CLϐΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜύΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ΨΧ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ sixteen distinct vegetation 
communitiesΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŘŘ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ w±w¢ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ΨΧ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ōŜŀǳǘȅΣ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΩΦ These features stand in marked 
contrast to many other Australian rail trails, which, while they might be longer, tend to travel 
through more uniform and cleared landscapes, often along disused public rail corridors that once 
connected relatively remote towns. 
 
Conservation Conduit: 
Related to the above, and as noted in Appendix G (ǇŀƎŜ ǾƛύΣ ΨΧ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w±w¢ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ Χ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
longer-term development of other local walking trails, further social/recreational infrastructure 
investment, and associated educational and environmental programs. It will also stimulate long-
ǘŜǊƳ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΩΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨΧ ǘƘŜ w±w¢ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊōȅ to 
several high conservation value areas that have previously been largely inaccessible to the 
general publicΩΦ 
 
Most of the Newcastle LGA section of the trail traverses land with high conservation value, 
including coastal wetlands, national parks and reserves; the only exception being the urban 
component within Shortland. Indeed, there are at least five regional resources in close proximity 
to the Eastern Section of the RVRT: Hunter Wetlands Centre; Hunter Wetlands National Park; 
Pambalong Nature Reserve; Stockrington State Conservation Area; and Blue Gum Hills Regional 
Park. The Western Section of the trail is equally as well endowed with high conservation value 
areas, including Stockrington, Mt. Sugarloaf, and Werakata State Conservation Areas. 
 
Corridor Blend, Community Connections and Other Linkage Opportunities: 
Another unique aspect of the RVRT is its blending of railway alignments and pipeline corridors to 
maximise potential community connections and trail use opportunities. More importantly, as 

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/towards-the-richmond-vale-rail-trail---book.html
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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noted in Appendix G ό{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦнΦуύΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ Ψƭƛƴƪǎ ōƻǘƘ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǎuburbs with varying 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΩΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ Ψequitable access for residents with varied socio-ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΩΦ 
 
Unlike most Australian rail trails, the RVRT also links metropolitan and rural areas. There are also 
substantial opportunities for the RVRT to become the hub (centrepiece or spine) within a network 
of regional community pathways. An extension along the Minmi alignment to the popular Blue 
Gum Hills Regional Park is proposed, together with connections to planned housing estates and 
onwards to Lake Macquarie LGA. To the southeast, future connections can be made to the 
University and the wider Newcastle Cyclesafe Network. To the northwest, a variety of connections 
can be made to locations within Maitland LGA. Westerly extensions further into Cessnock LGA are 
ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ŜǎǎƴƻŎƪ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ όaŀȅΣ нлнлύ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ΨCross-region 
Connectivity MapΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨTrails Network Vision MapΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ Ȋƻƴes: 
Heritage and Conservation (which the RVRT sits within), Hunter Gateway, Wine Country, Outdoor 
Adventure, and Wilderness Zones. Local connections from Log of Knowledge Park to Kurri Kurri 
town centre will also facilitate exploration of attractions such as the town murals, Col Brown 
Rotary Park, and the new Pit Pony statue. Ten Points of Interest within the Western Section of the 
RVRT are further highlighted in Figure 2 on the next page. 
 
Decades of Preparatory Public Infrastructure Spending: 
Preparation of the EIS and REF (for the Eastern and Western Sections of the RVRT, respectively), 
and the numerous supporting studies, have taken considerable effort over the past 5 years, and 
cost several hundred thousand dollars. However, as detailed below, this is only a fraction of the 
tens of millions of dollars of Federal and State monies that have effectively been spent on 
preparatory public infrastructure during the past three decades - just to ensure that the trail and 
its environs were protected and that the RVRT remained a real possibility. 

 

Á The substantial tunnels under Lenaghans Drive and the M1 Pacific Motorway were expressly 
built to protect the Richmond Vale railway alignment; with that section of the M1 opening in 
November 1998. Likewise, Pambalong Nature Reserve (gazetted in December 2000) 
ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ΨŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩ όtŀƳōŀƭƻƴƎΩǎ tƭŀƴ ƻŦ 
Management 2006) and thoughtfully protected and improved. 

Á Extensive work was also undertaken during construction of the Hunter Expressway (opened in 
March 2014) to protect two of the Historic brick Railway Tunnels (Tunnels #1 and #2), 
including laser monitoring. 

Á Providing access to the eastern and western sections of the Stockrington State Conservation 
Area (SCA), and concurrently to the RVRT and its affiliated walking tracks and facilities, 
necessitated construction of a bridge over the Hunter Expressway at Seahampton Road (to 
access the eastern SCA section) and a tunnel under the Expressway to allow continued use of 
ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƻŦŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ƻƻǘƘ 5ǊƛǾŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŘ 5ŀǊŀŎƻƴΩǎ .ǳǘǘŀƛ ǉǳŀǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ 
which will become a major entry point to the western section of Stockrington SCA). 

Á Twin viaduct bridges within the Mt. Sugarloaf range section of the Expressway (40m above the 
forest floor) also serve to protect flora and fauna, as well as facilitating ongoing walking 
access to these areas and to the RVRT. 

Á Recent State Government planning for the M1 Extension to Raymond Terrace and the Lower 
Hunter Freight Corridor (LHFC) has also actively protected the RVRT route (see next section). 

With all of this preparatory public infrastructure spending, it is essential that we draw on the 
decades of positive RVRT related planning and finish the job off by making the RVRT a reality! 
 

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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  5. Access point to ridges within western 

       Stockrington State Conservation Area 
 

  6. Sugarloaf State Conservation Area 
 

  7. Historic brick Railway Tunnels #1 

       & #2 (Lake Macquarie LGA), The 
       Jewboy Cave, Burrenjim Dam, and 
       Hunter Expressway bridges (overhead) 

  8. Stockrington State Conservation 

       Area (2,2050ha) and proposed 
       Mid-trail Precinct 
 

  9. Former Stockrington 

       underground coal mines  
       (mining and railway heritage) 
 

10. Pambalong Nature Reserve and 

       access to eastern section of RVRT 

  1. Log of Knowledge Park - local history and 

       mining heritage; access to Kurri Kurri 
       murals and other attractions, and current 
       and future Cessnock trails 
 

  2. Werakata State Conservation Area (NE) ς  

       local Indigenous information/heritage 
 

  3. Proposed Wallis Creek RVRT bridge 

       (70m single-span) 
 

  4. Historic brick Railway Tunnel #3 and 

       proposed Surveyors Creek RVRT bridge 
       (15m two-span) 

                   Figure 2.  Western Section of Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT) 
                                          Ten Points of Interest   (June 2022) 
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4.  Assessment Findings 
 
An array of assessments are reported in the main body of the REF and in the 11 Appendices. We 
briefly reviewed these assessments from a non-professional, community perspective. The REF and 
its supporting documents appear to be well-crafted and sufficiently comprehensive for this 
current approvals stage. In aggregate, they ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ w±w¢ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƪŜȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ, impacts and 
required mitigation strategies, as well as demonstrating that a reasonable balance can be 
achieved between protecting local environments, minimising impacts on affected stakeholders, 
and developing a unique, shared community pathway. We also strongly support the conclusion 
ǘƘŀǘ ΨΧ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ REF best meets the proposal objectives. On balance the 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘΩ ό9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ, page v). 
 
Some brief information is provided below about selected assessments: 
 
Á Design Drawings (Appendix A, Lake Macquarie and Cessnock LGAs): The Concept Design Plans 

for the Western Section of the RVRT provide a good overview of where the trail segments 
will be located and associated key features, as does REF Figure 3-1. It is also acknowledged 
throughout the REF that, while this is a critical stage in RVRT approvals, it is only the 
beginning:  
o ! ōǊƻŀŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ψdetermined/confirmed during detailed designΩ όŜΦƎΦΣ 

pavement type, parking & amenities layouts/inclusions, fencing, landscaping); together 
with some exploration of additional access locations within Stockrington State 
Conservation Area (e.g., Mid-trail Precinct); 

o Ψ9ȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ongoing consultation is and will be undertaken during the future design, 
construction and operational stages of the proposal. This would include negotiation with 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ όREF, page 48); and 

o Ψ¢ƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ±ŀƭŜ wŀƛƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
Wildlife Service (NPWS) managed lands will [also] be required to comply with relevant 
NPWS standards and policiesΩ όREF, page 19). 

 
Á Hydrology and Hydraulics Assessment (Appendix B, whole trail): Recommends hydraulic 
ƳƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ΨǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘȅŘǊŀǳƭƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΩ 
along the trail (including provision of suitable scour protection measures to protect 
downstream environments), together with operational procedures to protect trail users 
during flood periods [although flooding is clearly less of a concern within the Western Section 
of the RVRT].  

 
Á Geotechnical Assessment (Appendix C, whole trail): Geohazards/opportunities are 

summarised in Table 5-3 and potential project constraints in Table 5-4. Drainage in and 
around the railway tunnels, and access constraints during the construction stage, appear to 
be the major constraints, due largely to the narrowness of the pathway corridor. Tunnel repair 
ƛǎ ΨƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ ǊŜǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōǊƛŎƪǿƻǊƪΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊƎǊƻǿƴ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƛƴƭŜǎǎ ǎǘŜŜƭ ōŀǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎǊŀŎƪǎΩΦ  

 
Á Phase 1 Contaminated Site Assessment (Appendix D, whole trailύΥ ΨΧ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ 

significant contamination being encountered during works that disturb the ground surface or 

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc05_-_appendix_a_-_design_drawings_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/figure_3-1_from_ref_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc06_-_appendix_b_-_hydrology_and_hydraulics_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc07_-_appendix_c_-_geotechnical_assessment_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc08_-_appendix_d_-_phase_1_contaminated_site_assessment_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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by future site users is considered to be lowΩΦ A Contaminated Soil Management Plan (CSMP) is 
required to manage any contamination encountered. 

 
Á Traffic and Transport Assessment (Appendix E, whole trail): Recommendations include: 

investigation of some intersection upgrades (e.g., Woodford Street, Minmi; Blue Gum Creek 
access road off George Booth Drive); controls during construction to reduce impacts; and 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ΨΧ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘǎ ŀǘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ Χ ƻǊ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȊƻƴŜΩ. Approximately 2.1km of the Western Section of the trail will be located within 
the road reserve of Seahampton Road (at Stockrington, within the Stockrington State 
Conservation Area), which will necessitate consideration of some additional safety features. 
Likewise, the Quarry Access Road off George Booth Drive has previously been identified as a 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 5ŀǊŀŎƻƴΩǎ .ǳǘǘŀƛ vǳŀǊǊȅ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŀŘ ŦƻǊ 
quarry haulage (with substantial upgrades currently underway along their Old Buttai Road 
northern haulage route). A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) is required to guide 
any construction activities that impact on roads. It is also worth noting that State Government 
plans for the M1 Pacific Motorway Extension to Raymond Terrace (Major Projects - 
Application SSI-7319, exhibited: July 28th, 2021 to August 24th, 2021) and the Lower Hunter 
Freight Corridor (LHFC; Project No.: PS124841, exhibited: July 12th, 2021 to September 13th, 
2021) were both exhibited during 2021. However, importantly, both of these projects actively 
take the RVRT into account, and do not impose any major external constraints on trail 
planning or construction. Cycleways and associated access routes are also considered in these 
plans, including recent revisions to fit better with future RVRT connections at Tarro (June 2022 
Response to Submissions, Appendix C). 

 
Á Flora and Fauna (Appendix F, Lake Macquarie and Cessnock LGAs): The potential impact on 

coastal wetlands habitats within the Eastern Section of the trail (in Newcastle LGA) 
contributed to the requirement for a comprehensive Biodiversity Development Assessment 
Report ς which was evaluated as part of that approval (DA 2020/00641). For the Western 
Section of the trail, a Flora and Fauna Impact Assessment was considered sufficient. Flora: 
Ψ9ƛƎƘǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ŦƭƻǊŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ./ [Biodiversity Conservation] Act and seven 
under the EPBC [Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation] Act were assessed as 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΥ ΨΧ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǿŀǎ unlikely to result in significant 
impacts ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ όREF page 94). Fauna: ΨΧ 44 threatened and migratory fauna 
species, including a range of threatened microbats and threatened and migratory birds, could 
potentially occur transiently in the proposal site on occasionΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ΨΧ Ǝiven the 
disturbed nature of the vegetation to be removed, location along the edge of the existing 
cleared Ǌŀƛƭ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΩΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǿŀǎ ΨΧ 
considered unlikely to result in any significant impacts to these species or alter the suitability 
of the ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΩ όREF page 94). A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) is also 
required specifying environmental safeguards to be implemented. 

 
Á Socio-economic Impact Assessment (Appendix G, whole trail): Extracts from this 

comprehensive assessment are reported throughout this group submission. 
 
Á Visual Impact Assessment (Appendix H, whole trail): This assessment divided the trail into 10 

visual zones, with zones 1 to 4 in Lake Macquarie and Cessnock LGAs. Of the 18 views 

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc09_-_appendix_e_-_traffic_and_transport_assessment_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc10_-_appendix_f_-_flora_and_fauna_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc12_-_appendix_h_-_visual_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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assessed within the Western Section of the RVRT (Table 13 and also REF, page 102), 13 were 
low/negligible, 3 were moderate, and 2 had high visual amenity impacts, both of which were 
in Zone 2 ς namely, on the Eastern approach to Wallis Creek (View point 2), and on the 
Embankment of Wallis Creek (View point 3). Signage, vegetation retention, and screening (if 
required) should help protect the privacy of rural dwellings in this area. 

 
Á Aboriginal Archaeological Survey Report (Appendix I, whole trailύΥ Ψ5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ 
ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊƳǎΣ Χ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ wƛŎƘƳƻƴŘ ±ŀƭŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ Χ means that the level of 
archaeological potential across the whole of the study area is considered to be lowΩΦ LƳǇŀŎǘǎ 
on two sites of moderate archaeological potential should be minimised. 

 
Á Statement of Heritage Impact (Appendix J, whole trail): A variety of heritage listed items of 

local significance were identified. Recommendations and mitigation measures are presented 
in Table 8-1. Previously, we have also commented on the Heritage Issues Response (date 
August 27th, 2021) that was provided for the Eastern Section of the RVRT, which included 
some practical and achievable ΨƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎΩ όŜΦƎΦΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜ-usage of recovered 
materials from along the former rail line; and heritage interpretation strategies). A similar 
approach could be adopted for a representative component of the Western Section of the 
trail (see below). 

 
Á Strategic Options and Engineering Heritage Assessment Report (Appendix K, Cessnock LGA): 
!ǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄΣ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭƭƛǎ /ǊŜŜƪ .ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ very poor and 
dilapidated conditionΩΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ΨΧ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƴŜǿ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ 
maintenance than either the rehabilitation or renewal options which require costly and 
ongoing routine repairs ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΩΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨΧ ƴŜǿ 
bridge replacement options would be about one third the cost of rehabilitation and about half 
the cost of renewal [i.e., complete like-for-ƭƛƪŜ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ]Ω. We 
support the conclusion that new bridges, using modern materials, provide the only viable 
solution - with the Wallis Creek Bridge still anticipated to cost approx. $2.91m and the 
Surveyors Creek Bridge approx. $2.02m. We also support the suggestion in the REF (page 115) 
ǘƘŀǘ ΨΧ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǎƻƴǊȅ elements of the bridges should be 
either incorporated into the new designs or developed as a standalone aspect, for example 
interpretive signageΩ. 

 
As noted in the REF (Section 8ύΥ ΨThe potential impacts of the proposal are considered minor 
when compared to the identified benefitsΩ όǇŀƎŜ молύ ώǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƳƛƴƻǊ όǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƻǊ 
potential) impacts on visual amenity, water quality, water flows, vegetation, habitat, heritage, and 
landowners (REF, Executive Summary, page v)]. ΨMitigation measures are provided in the REF, 
which would avoid, reduce or mitigate any impactsΩ (page 130).  
 
Notwithstanding, many of the 100 Conditions of Consent associated with the initial Development 
Approval for the Eastern Section of the RVRT within Newcastle LGA (DA 2020/00641 approval, 
dated December 8th 2021) will have relevance here, as will the 32 Conditions of Consent for the 
small coastal wetlands section of the trail within Cessnock LGA (DA 8/2020/20463/1 approval, 
dated April 26th 2021). 

  

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc13_-_appendix_i_-_aboriginal_archaeological_survey_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc14_-_appendix_j_-_heritage_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc15_-_appendix_k_-_strategic_options_and_engineering_heritage_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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5.  Likely RVRT Benefits:  A Community Perspective 
 
Based on long-term engagement with local communities, more recent discussions about the EIS 
and REF (for the Eastern and Western Sections of the RVRT, respectively), and our collective 
knowledge and experiences, we have compiled a list of 23 likely RVRT benefits from a community 
perspective, grouped into five categories. Our awareness of community sentiments and 
expectations, and RVRT opportunities and constraints, is drawn from multiple sources, including: 
over two decades of RVRT involvement; membership of various cycling, conservation, and other 
groups; numerous planning submissions; and experiences with other developments and rail trails. 
 

A.  Health and Lifestyle Benefits 
  

A1 
The RVRT Χ 
Χ promotes active lifestyles, which will have positive physical and mental health 

benefits; 
 A2 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŀ broad range of users, across all age groups - including walkers, 

cyclists, runners, bird watchers, reduced mobility users, family & other groups; and 
 A3 Χ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ explore an array of Hunter Valley 

landscapes and attractions. 

Á It is the potential magnitude of these health and lifestyle benefits that needs to be 
highlighted ς arising from the broad mix of potential trail users and the multiple and varied 
occasions on which people are likely to access the RVRT. 

Á Appendix G (Socio-economic Impact Assessment) notes that the region is likely to 
experience significant population growth in the coming decades. It also provides a profile 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ΨƘƛƎƘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ behavioural health risk 
factƻǊǎΩ ό{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦоύΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ 
community-building regional infrastructure such as the RVRT. 

Á ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΩ ƛƴ Appendix G (Table 6-9) equated to $43.2m, or 56% 
of the estimated overall trail benefits (of $76.6m). 

 

B.  Community Access and Connection Benefits 
  

B1 
The RVRT Χ 
Χ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ safe, pleasant pathway between communities; 

 B2 Χ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ users with reduced mobility; 
 B3 Χ strengthens Hunter recreational opportunities and promotes connections 

between metropolitan and rural communities; and 
 B4 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ precinct development and a mixture of cycling and other activities for 

families (encouraging return visits). 

Á Improved cycleway connections between and within local communities will benefit 
individuals, families and a variety of groups, including local schools. 

Á ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ w±w¢ ΨǘǊƛǇ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜǊǎΩ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Appendix G (see 
Table 5-2). Twenty-one potential RVRT experiences are presented, including sample trips 
for people with reduced mobility ώΧ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǿŀƛǘϐΦ 

Á Opportunities for community connections, and links to varied landscapes and regional 
attractions, will also be substantially greater when the RVRT is fully-completed. 

Á In addition to providing safe, pleasant connections between local communities (e.g., Tarro 
and Shortland; Fletcher, Minmi and Stockrington), the RVRT will enhance the attractiveness 
of the Hunter Region and NSW as a rail trail tourism destination. 

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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C.  Cycling-specific Benefits 
  

C1 
The RVRT Χ 
Χ increases safety via alternatives to road network usage; 

 C2 Χ facilitates daily bicycle commuting, reducing emissions and road congestion; 
 C3 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ recreational cycling by casual riders, as well as those who 

enjoy a longer group ride; 
 C4 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ IǳƴǘŜǊΩǎ image as an active lifestyle and cycling destination; 
 C5 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎȅŎƭŜǿŀȅǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ CŜǊƴƭŜƛƎƘ ϧ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅ ¢ǊŀŎƪǎύΣ 

encouraging multi-day regional cycling visits; and 
 C6 Χ ǿƛƭƭ expand the Australian rail trail network, which already contributes positively 

to many communities. 

Á Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ w±w¢ ΨΧ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊŀǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ όŘŀƛƭȅ ƻǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩ όAppendix G, Section 4.2.5). However, a 32-
40 km off-road shared pathway (with a variety of distinct segments) will also facilitate safe 
recreational cycling for different groups of casual riders as well. 

Á ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ /h±L5-мф Χ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƪƛƴƎΩ ό²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ DǊƻǳǇύΣ ǿƛǘƘ increased 
involvement in walking and cycling observed in many Australian cities and towns. 

Á ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ 
(Appendix G, Table 6-9) equated to $24.7m, which, when combined with congestion, 
vehicle operation, transport, pollution and emission savings and benefits (totalling $3.8m), 
equated to 37% of the estimated overall trail benefits (of $76.6m). 

Á Appendix G also highlights a range of other cycling related opportunities, such as enhanced 
connections with local mountain bike networks, automated bike hire services, cycling 
events, and Ride to School Days. 

Á Rail trails and greenways are becoming important tourist attractions. In Australia, Victoria 
has a variety of well-developed trails, while NSW currently has a limited number, many of 
which are relatively short. 

Á National and international evidence also clearly shows that rail trails work ς providing a 
ΨǾŀƭǳŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƳŜƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎΩΣ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ 
ΨǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ platform to grow new businesses, create essential jobs and provide economic 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΩ όbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ wƛǾŜǊǎ wŀƛƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ LƴŎΦύΦ 

 

D.  Environmental and Heritage Benefits 
  

D1 
The RVRT Χ 
Χ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀ host of environmental attractions adjacent to the RVRT 

(e.g., coastal wetlands, nature reserves, and national parks); 
 D2 Χ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿŜƭƭ-constructed bridges and boardwalks; 
 D3 Χ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ biodiversity and habitat protection (through education, specialised 

groups and community participation); 
 D4 Χ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ cultural and heritage features, promoting 

community appreciation (including indigenous, mining and rail heritage); and 
 D5 Χ minimises potential negative impacts on the local environment, by using 

previously cleared areas. 

https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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Á The RVRT will be a community resource that can be explored and enjoyed at many 
different levels, and by a wide variety of groups - both local and visiting. 

Á User-friendly resource materials will be needed, which can be referenced in funding 
applications and also serve promotional purposes. The 4 min. TFI trail video from 2017 is a 
straightforward example of such a resource. Multi-layered RVRT educational and virtual 
resource materials should also be produced, which would enhance visitor experiences. 

Á There is substantial heritage value along the proposed route, including: indigenous, mining 
and rail heritage (e.g., the Pambalong clan lived in the local area, after whom the Nature 
Reserve north of Minmi is named; more recently, 100+ years of coal extraction/transport). 

Á By increasing access to local environmental and heritage features, the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
ownership and appreciation grows, contributing to greater long-term protection (which, 
for example, has happened at Blue Gum Hills Regional Park). 

Á Local facilities (such as the Hunter Wetlands Centre) may also benefit substantially and 
financially by combining the educational and experiential aspects of the RVRT. 

 

E.  Economic, Tourism and Other Regional Benefits 
  

E1 
The RVRT Χ 
Χ ƛǎ clearly cost effective (BCR = 2.40), so the sooner we build it, the better; 

 E2 Χ ǿƛƭƭ support local businesses and new initiatives (e.g., trail side coffee shops, bike 
hire, fun-runs, guided walks); 

 E3 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘŜ local economic growth and diversity; 
 E4 Χ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ spine for future regional network connections (e.g., to the 

University and Newcastle Cyclesafe Network, Blue Gum Hills Regional Park, other 
Maitland and Cessnock cycleways and trails); and 

 E5 Χ Ƙŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ obvious merits, it should have already been built. 

Á As detailed in Appendix G (Section 6.5), the benefit cost ratio (BCR) for the project is 2.40, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨΧ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ w±w¢ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻǎǘǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ 
the proposal. 

Á The estimated net present value (NPV) for the project in March 2019 was $44.7m (i.e., the 
amount that is generated [Benefits minus Costs] over the 30-year evaluation period 
ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎύΦ 

Á We need to set the RVRT up on the right course from the outset. For example, the 
estimated infrastructure capital cost (Appendix G, Section 6.3) of $33.2m equates to about 
$830,000 per km, which is coƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ b{² Lt!w¢Ωǎ όнлмпύ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
cycleway/pedestrian pathways. 

Á Compromising safety or accessibility (e.g., by reducing rest points, community access 
points, associated facilities, or surface quality, etc) will only decrease usage, and generate 
ongoing and maintenance costs, which local Councils may not be able to afford. 

 
Consistency with Regional Strategies and Council Shared Pathway Plans: 
 

In effect, development approvals for the Eastern and Western Sections of the RVRT implement 
key goals from the Hunter Regional Plan 2036 (HRP, 2016) and the Greater Newcastle 
Metropolitan Plan 2036 (GNMP, 2018), and they also represent ΨǎǘŀƎŜ ƻƴŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
sequence for several Lower IǳƴǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ longer-term walking and cycling strategic plans. 
 

https://youtu.be/Q8-lz05Tg7k
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/doc11_-_appendix_g_-_socio-economic_impact_-_wi15-2022_-_rvrt_-_stockrington_to_kurri_kurri_-_ref.pdf
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The RVRT is much more than a cycleway and it will contribute to at least three of the identified 
strategic Actions within the HRP: creating healthy built environments (Direction 17); enhancing 
recreational facilities and connecting open spaces (Direction 18); and growing regional tourism 
(Direction 9). Likewise, within the GNMP, the RVRT is recognised as an important component of 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ.ƭǳŜ & DǊŜŜƴ DǊƛŘΩ [waterways & open spaces links], with identified 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎΥ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ΨŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ recreation areas & waterwaysΩΣ 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ protection and promotion of natural assets ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Χ 
ǘƘŜ IŜȄƘŀƳ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎΩ ό!Ŏǘƛƻƴ мнΦмύΤ ΨƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ active transport networksΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ΨǳƴƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ-connected pedestrian paths and a network of off-road separated cycleways 
to key destinations, including: ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƘǳōǎΣ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ό!Ŏǘƛƻƴ нлΦмύΦ 
 
Several newer local government plans also include the RVRT, such as: the Newcastle Cycling Plan 
2021-2030 όнлнмύΤ /ŜǎǎƴƻŎƪ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Cycling Strategy (2016) and Trails Strategy (2020); and 
[ŀƪŜ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Walking, Cycling and Better Streets Strategy 2031 (2021). Moreover, 
it is now much easier to see where the RVRT fits within proposed regional cycleways networks 
than it was when the original design work and documentation for the RVRT was produced. 
 
Combining the recent Newcastle and Lake Macquarie City cycling plans and strategies, there are 
actually three proposed Ψprincipal bicycle networkΩ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
RVRTΥ ǘƘŜ άFernleigh Track to Richmond Vale Rail Trail via Charlestown (R2ύέ ǊƻǳǘŜ όǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ [ŀƪŜ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ [D!Σ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ aƛƴƳƛύΤ ǘƘŜ άNewcastle 
City Centre to University (Callaghan) and Richmond Vale Rail Trail (Minmi Junction) (R6ύέ ǊƻǳǘŜ όǾƛŀ 
aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CƭŜǘŎƘŜǊύΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άUniversity (Callaghan) to Maitland (R8ύέ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ 
the Hunter Water pipeline corridor between Shortland and Tarro. These proposed route 
connections with the RVRT are illustrated in Figure 3 on the next page. 
 
RVRT Access from Lake Macquarie LGA: 
 

Á At first glance, the 2.7km section of the RVRT within Lake Macquarie LGA may appear to be 
relatively remote and of limited interest to Lake Mac residents. However, that short section is 
packed with interesting features, including: two Historic brick Railway Tunnels (#1 and #2), 
The Jewboy Cave, Burrenjim Dam, and Hunter Expressway bridges (overhead) ς see Point of 
Interest 7 in Figure 2. It is directly accessible from the Blue Gum Creek access road off George 
Booth Drive ς which will also provide trail access for those with reduced mobility. 

Á The Seahampton Road bridge across the Hunter Expressway (at Seahampton) is also likely to 
provide future access to the Stockrington State Conservation Area, the Mid-trail Precinct, the 
RVRT, and to the other walking trails that will develop in that area. 

Á In the longer-term, Principal Bicycle Network Route R2 will probably provide a connection 
between the Fernleigh Track and the RVRT, via Charlestown, Cameron Park and Minmi 
(adjacent to Blue Gum Hills Regional Park) ς see Figure 3. 

Á Likewise, in the longer-term, Principal Bicycle Network Route R6 will probably provide a 
connection between Glendale and the RVRT, via the Tramway Track, Wallsend, Maryland and 
Fletcher - see Figure 3. 

Á These future connections from Lake Macquarie LGA will enhance the appeal of both the 
RVRT and other shared pathways and attractions in Lake Mac. Indeed, it will even be possible 
to cycle or walk the 50+km distance from aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ .ŜŀŎƘ to Kurri Kurri or Tarro (via the 
Fernleigh Track extensions, the R2, and the RVRT). 
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  Figure 3.  tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ όŦǳǘǳǊŜύ ΨtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ .ƛŎȅŎƭŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
                 RVRT at:  Minmi (Route R2), Fletcher (Route R6) and Shortland (Route R8) 

 

 


















