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Thank you for providing an opportunity to comment on fREFRor the Western Section of the
RVRTwhichis currently on public exhibition (May2™" to July 3, 2022)

1. RVRT Inc.

This submission has been prepared by members of Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT) Inc., the RVRT
{ dzLJLJ2 NI SNAE Q D NP dzLJ®-standizidlintérssys dasveBpindthedRSR Ttag a/kay

Hunter Region shared pathway and resource, promoting a broad range of lifestyle, recreational,
environmental, cultural/heritage, business and tourist activities.

Collectively, we have detailed knowledge about the RVRT, oyfogveays and trails, their
F3a20AF0SR 60SYySTAGAE YR GKS O2YYdzyAleQa OASs
working with local communities, other organisations and stakeholder groups, to help promote and
deliver this important regional initiative

2. The Current Proposal

The 32km RVRT (40km with connections) will berdginuousoff-road shared pathwayunning
from Shortland (near thélunter Wetlands Centye¢o Kurri Kurril(og of Knowledge Pgrk
connecting four LGAs (Newcastle, Lake Macqu&essnock and Maitland)hetrail runs

primarily along the former Richmond Vale railway alignment, as well as utilising Hunter Water
Corporation pipeline corridors (e.g., Shortland to Tarro segment and Fletcher connelttvoit).

be amulti-purpose trail supporting aroad range of user groupd he Hunter and Central Coast
Regional Planning Panel (PPSHEHEyranted panning approval in December 2021 toe initial
13km (coastal wetlandsEasternSection of the RVRA#ithin Newcastle GA(‘8hortland to Hexham
Junctionand Minmi/Fletche®¢ seeFigure 1

Current Proposafor Western Section The 17km Western Section of the RVRT within Lake
al Oljdzr NAS | yR{/fig®3 W2 ¢H i PR pdidandfiedadzNINANR2 Y- dBNINMRYF NJ- & (
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Figure 1. Western Section of Richmond Vale Rail Train (R{RTQwn line] and
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2) Hexham Junction to Minmi (7.50 km)
T » 3) Minmi Junction to Pambalong (2.15 km)
- 4) Minmi Junction to Fletcher (700 m)

\\ Stockrington . >

e S8 ) IR L \State Conservation

\\ Area

// The Hunter & Central Coast Regional
' Planning Panel (PPSHCC-55) granted
- planning approval for the initial (13 km) [ y —
-~ Newcastle LGA section of the RVRT on |-~ ~ )/ J /v G\
_ 6th December 2021 (DA2020/00641) & W)
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Infrastructure SERR202]) ¢ seeBrown Linein Figure 1 Consequently, a Development Application

isnot required, with acomprehensivéReview of Environmental Factors (R&fsidered to be

appropriate under Division 5.1 of the EP&A Act

TheREHRMarch 2022}hat is currently on exhibitiopresents Concept Design Pédar the

Western SectiorfAppendix A, together with key trail features and benefits, environmental
assessments, legislative and management considerations, and potential mitigation measures.
Based on the feedback received and other considerations, the twadilsuneed to separately
determine whether thizurrentRVRPproposal should proceed largely as outlined in RieF

Western Sectionlrail Features (Preferred Options)

A Typically, the pathwithin the Western Sectiowill have a3m wide flexible sealed pavement
(e.g., granular material overlaid with asphalt or concrete), primarily following exdisuged
rail alignments(Lake Macquarie LGA: 2.7km; and Cessnock LGA: 14.4km

A Restoration and repair dhree Historic brickRailway Tunnels(two in Lake Macquarie LGA).

A Improved acces$o conservation areas As the majority of the trail is on publicly owned land
(Crown Lands, NPWS), over time, there wilehbanced public access Pambalong Nature
Reserve, Stockrington & Werakatate Conservation Areagppropriate access agreements
and operational planaill also be negotiated with all landowners, together witiitigation
measures where required (e.g., fencing, screening, signage, management measures).

A Construction ohew concete bridgesand demolition of existing dilapidated timber bridges
(and possible repurposing): 15m tvepan bridge at Surveyors Creek; 70m sisglan bridge
at Wallis Creek; and diverted short culvert crossing at Werakata Creek.

A Fourat grade local road @ssings Dog Hole Road, Stockrington; Quarry Access Road and
Hunter Expressway construction yard (off George Booth Drive), Richmond Vale; and Pokolbin
Street, Kurri Kurri.

A Provision fomew car parks, other amenitiege.g., toilet and shelter areas, bikacilities,
water fountains, potential picnic sites), aednstruction related facilitiege.g., compound
and stockpile areas) at various access points (illustrat®EiR-igure 31), together with
someexploration of additional access locationgithin Stockrington Statedhservation Area
(e.g.,Mid-trail Precinct).

A Plans to build &igh quality shared traiwill also be advantageous from a variety of
perspectives: minimising ongoing environmental impacts; encouraging a wide range of users,
including those with reduced mobility; amdducing longefterm maintenance cost$o
Councils and other stakeholders.

A Paential negative impactson the local environmenand adjacent propertieare also
considered to beelatively minor and manageablmainly because the RVRT usessting
embankments and previously cleared areas

A Importantly, initial development approvabf this trail section wiladd to previous approvals
within Newcastle LGA, helping to facilitatdéegrated trail developmentacross the Hunter
Region; after all, the many regional benefits of the trial will only be fully realised when all of
the key segmets are in place.

A A trailconstruction timelineof approx.12-18 months is currently anticipated (after receipt of
required funding).
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3. Unique Features (Whole Trail)

In evaluating the merits of th@urrent Proposal consideratioralsoneeds to be given to the
unique featuresof the whole trail, and to th@pportunities and benefits that will arisérom
developingthe whole integrated 40km trail ¢ and forall user groupgnot just cyclistsy both in
the short and the longterm.

As detailed below,here are several interelated aspects of the RVRT tlsat it apart from other
rail trails and greenways and which, over time, are likely to contribute to increased patronage,
return visits, and a stronger sense of aoemity and regional ownership.

Landscape Diversity

The RVRT traverses a wide variety of landscapes and ecosystems, over a relatively short distance.
Visitors will be able to travel from coastal wetlands, through nature reserves@amskervation

areas, visit historic tunnels in forested semountainous areas in the vicinity of Mt. Sugarloaf, and

then travel through rural locations to visit regional towhsOO2 NRAyYy 3 G2 [/ | £ f dzY =+
NB LJ2 NIiTowayls thiekR&hménd Vale Rail Railo 221 O0HAMT I ¢2Y Cl NNBf
OYDBANRYYSYl wWCCLBI ! YADSNEAUGE si@een distthét Gehedaiint S >
communites (GKS YIFI22NAdGe 2F KAOK I NBE R2YAYylIGSR 08
AAIAYATFAOLY O @OFtdzS (2 GKS wzwe GKNRdIdZAK Ada WX
2L NI dzy AGASA F2N 02y aS NI ITiedeZedturddBtantl in BarkedNS O NS |
contrast to many other Australian rail trails, which, while they might be longer, tend to travel

through more uniform and cleared landscapes, often along disused public rail corridors that once
connected relatively remote tows

J
1

Conservation Conduit

Related to the above, and as noteddppendkG(LJ- 3S @A 0 I WX 9alGlofAaKYS)
LINE BARS | dzyAljdzS O2yRdzA G FT2NJ I O0Saaiy3da GKS NB
longerterm development of other local walking trails, further social/recreational infrastructure
investment, andassociated educational and environmental programs. It will also stimulate long
GSNY RS@OSt2LIYSyd 2F NBfFGSR NBONBFGAZ2YLEX S
¢CKS ONARGAOIT |aLSOG 2F KAa O2yaSNBIOGA@yYy O2
several high conservation value areas that hpxeviously been largely inaccessible to the

general publi€ ®

R dz
Y R

Most of the Newcastle LGA section of the trail traverses land with high conservation value,
including coastal wetlands, national parks aederves; the only exception being the urban
component within Shortlandndeed, there are at leasdive regional resourcef close proximity

to the Eastern Section of the RVRIlinter Wetlands Centre; Hunter Wetlands National Park;
Pambalong Nature Resay; Stockrington State Conservation Area; and Blue Gum Hills Regional
Park.TheWesternSection of the trail is equally as well endowed with high conservation value
areas, including Stockrington, Mt. Sugarloaf, and Werakata State Conservation Areas.

Corrdor Blend Community Connectionand Other Linkage Opportunities
Another unique aspect of the RVRT is its blending of railway alignments and pipeline corridors to
maximise potential community connectionand trail use opportunities. More importantly, as
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noted inAppendixGo { SOUA2Y H®H DY 0 G K Subirtslwithtvaryii A y 1 & 0 2 (
OK I NI Ol S NR & éqhitile @ccesfoiNgsidehtRviity Arietsoci6 O2 y 2 YA O & 0 I (i dz

Unlike most Australian rail trailhe RVR&lsolinks metropolitan and rural areasThere are also
substantial opportunities for the RVRT to become the hub (centrepiece or spine) witkimwark

of regional community pathwaysAn extension along the Minmi alignment to the popular Blue

Gum Hills Regional Park is propostgjether with canections to planned housing estatasd
onwardsto Lake Macquarie LGAo0 the southeast, future connections can be made to the
University and the wider Newcastle Cyclesafe Network. To the northwest, a variety of connections
can be made to locations withiaitland LGA. Westerly extensions further into Cessnock LGA are
f&42 O2yGSYLX I GSRd C2NJ SEI YL S (i K SCréosSegiany 2 O
Connectivity Ma2 | yfrigils Netwdrk VisionMa@ @ ¢ KS f I G G§SNJ Ay OdsddzRSa 1
Heritage and Conservation (which the RVRT sits within), Hunter Gateway, Wine Country, Outdoor
Adventure, and Wilderness Zonésical connections frorhog of Knowledge Park to Kurri Kurri

town centre will also facilitate exploration of attractions swhthe town muralsCol Brown

Rotary Park, and the new Pit Pony statlien Points of Intereswithin the Western Section of the
RVRT aréurther highlighted inFigure2 on the next page.

Decades oPreparatory Public Infrastructure Spending

Preparation of the EI&nd REKfor the Eastern and Western Sections of the RVRT, respectively),
andthe numeroussupporting studies, haetaken considerable effort over the past 5 years, and
cost several hundrethousand dollarsHowever, as detailed belowhis is only a fraction of the
tens of millions of dollarsof Federal and State monidsat have effectively been spent on
preparatory public infrastructure during the past three decadpsst to ensure that the trail and

its environs were protectedand that the RVRT remained a real possibility.

A The substantial tunnels under Lenaghans Drive andMhiePacific Motorway were expressly
built to protect the Richmond Vale railway alignmenivith that section of the M1 opasingin
November 1998. Likewise, Pambalong Nature Reserve (gazetted in December 2000)
O2YLINRASE WF2NNSNI FINVYRYRNI D A2 NBdi 82 NK KSQ
Management 2006) and thoughtfully protected and improved.

A Extensive work waslsoundertaken during construction of the Hunter Expressway (opened in
March 2014) tqorotect two of the Historic brickRailway Tinnels(Tunnels#l and#2),
includinglaser monitoring.

A Providing access to the eastern and western sections of the Stockrington State Conservation
Area (SCA), and concurrently to the RVRT and its affileaé#idngtracks and facilities,
necessitated corteuction of abridge over the Hunter Expresswat Seahampton Road (to
access the eastern SCA sectiangl atunnel under the Expresswato allow continued use of
0KS NAR3IS NRIR 2FF DS2NEBS .220K 5NAGS 06KAO
which will become a major entry point to the western section of Stockrington SCA).

A Twin viaduct bridges within the Mt. Sugarloaf range section of the Expressway (40m above the
forest floor) also serve to protect flora and fauna, as wefieasitating ongoing walking
accesdo these areas antb the RVRT.

A RecentState Governmenplanning for the M1 Extension to Raymond Terrace and the Lower
Hunter Freight CorridofLHFChas alsactively protected the RVRioute (see next section

With all of this preparatory public infrastructure spending, it is essential thadinaes on the
decades of positive RVRT related planniagd finish the job off by making the RVRT a reality!
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~Figure2. Western Section of Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT)

S5 Ten Points of |nterest(3une 2022) 8. Stockrington State Conservation
Area (2,2050ha) and proposed

Mid-trail Precinct

5. Access point to ridgesithin western 9. Former Stockrington
Stockrington State Conservation Are: underground coal mines

mining and railway heritage
6. Sugarloaf State Conservation Area ( g y ge)

10. Pambalong Nature Reserve and

7. Historic brick Railway Tunnels #1 access to eastern section of RV

& #2 (Lake Macquarie LGA), The
Jewboy Cave, Burrenjim Dam, and ' <$‘°°
Hunter Expressway bridges (oved a&“ X

1. Log of Knovelddge Park local history and
mining heritage; access to Kurri Kurri
murals and other attractions, and current
and future Cessnock trails

2. Werakata State Conservation AréNEY);
local Indigenous information/heritage

3. Proposed Wallis Creek RVRT bridge
(70m singlespan)

4. Historic brick Railway Tunnel #3 and
proposed Surveyors Creek RVRT bridge
(15m twospan)

REFRor Western Section of RVRBubmission by RVRT Suppor@&sup Page6



4. Assessment Findings

An array of assessments are reported in thain body of theREFand in the 1L Appendices. We

briefly reviewed these assessments from a spyofessional, community perspective. TREFRand

its supporting documents appear to beell-crafted andsufficiently comprehensivefor this
currentapprovals stageln aggregate, they RSy G A ¥& (G KS wzx wgimpaisB@S Ol Qa
required mitigation strategies, as well desmonstratngthat areasonable balance can be
achievedbetween protectingocal environmentsminimising impacts on affeetl stakeholders,

and developing a unique, shared community pathway. We also strongly support the conclusion
GKFG WX GKS LINE LIREMesSt mkels thR BapasilAbfedirs. ®rybaldnseShe
LINRLI2Zalf Aa&d O2yaARSNBRpagedgi i ATASRQ 609ESOdziA @S

Some brief information is provided below about selected assessments:

A Design Drawing$Appendix ALake Macquarie and Cessnock LGR®:Concept Design Plans
for the Western Section of the RVRT providgoad overview of where the traisegments
will be locatedand associatekeyfeatures, as doeRER-igure 31. It is also acknowledged
throughout theRERhat, while this is a critical stage in RVRprapals, it is only the
beginning:
o! ONRIFR NJy3S 2 Fdetarihed/tonfifimed dirduNdtailedsdasigh O SD IHD 3
pavement type, parking & amenities layouts/inclusions, fencing, landscapoggther
with someexploration of additional access locations within Stockrington State
Conservation Area (e.dMid-trail Precinct);
o W9 E (i $yyairg@dBsultatioris and will be undertaken during the future design,
construction and operational stages of the proposal. Wasld include negotiation with
I FTFSOUSR fIYyR2gySNE>X 20 KSNERpadge#s§ @t RSNAR | vy
oWeKS FAYyLIE RSaAday YR YIylFr3aSYSyd 2F GKS wa
Wildlife Service (NPWS) managed lands will [also] be nedjto comply withrelevant
NPWS standards and policl@REd-page 19).

A Hydrology and Hydraulics Assessméappendix Bwhole trai): Recommends hydraulic
Y2RStftAy3 RdzNAYy3I G§KS RSGIFIAf SR RSaA3ly adalas
along the trail(including provision of suitable scour protection measito protect
downstream environmentstogether with operational procedures to protect trail users
during flood periodgalthough flooding ilearlyless of a concern within the Western Section
of the RVRT]

A Geotechnical AssessmefppendixC, whole trai): Geohazards/opportunities are

summarised in Tide 53 and potential project constraints in Tablet5Drainagein and

around the railway tunnels, anaccess constraintduring the construction stage, appear to

be the major constraints, due largely to the narrowness of the pathway corfldomel rep&

Aa WEA1Ste (G2 O2YLINAAS NBLRAYOGAY3I 2F ONRO| 4
AyaldlrttraAazy 2F adadlAyftSaa aisSsSt ol Na F ONRaa

A Phase IContaminated Site AssessmefippendixD, wholetraiD Y WX (G KS 2 @SNJI € f
significant contamination being encountered during works that disturb the ground surface or
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by future site users isonsidered to be lov@APContaminated Soil Management Plan (CSMP) is
required to manage any contamination encountered.

A Traffic and Transport Assesamt (AppendixE, whole trai): Recommendations include:
investigation ofsome intersection upgradeg.g., Woodford Street, MinmBlue Gum Creek
access road off George Booth Djiveontrols during construction to reduce impacts; and
FLILINBLINRFGS aA3ayr3asS wx 4 Fft3INI2RS RV ¢ KNP
a OK 2 2 f AppraXigh&ely 2.1km of the Western Section of the trail willdmated within
the road reserve of Seahampton Rodat Stockringtonwithin the Stockrington State
Conservation Areawhich will necessitate consideratiofsome additional safety features
Likewise, the Quarry AcceRsad of George BoottDrive has previously been identified as a
LI2adAo0fS FNBF 2F O2yOSNYT K28SOSNE 51 NI O2y Q.
quarry haulagéwith substantial upgraels currently underway along their OBlittai Road
northern haulage route)A Cormstruction Traffic Management PI4&TMP) is required t@uide
any onstruction activities that impact on roads.is also worth noting that State Government
plans forthe M1 Pacific Motorway Extension to Raymond Terra@éajor Projects
Application SST319, exhibited:July 28th, 2021 to August 24th, 202i)dthe Lower Hunter
Freight Corridoi(LHFC; Project No.: PS1248d4hibited:July 12th, 2021 to September 13th,
2021)were both exhibited during 202However, importantly, both of these projecaéstively
take the RVRT into accounand do not impose anyajor externalconstraintson trail
planning orconstruction.Cycleways and associated access routes are also considetetse
plans, including recent revisions to fit better witlture RVRTonnections at Tarro (June 2022
Response to Submissions, Appendix C).

A Flora and FaungAppendix FLake Macquarie and Cessnock LGR®:potential impacbn
coastal wetlands habitats withithe Eastern Section of the trgdih Newcastle LGA
contributed to the requirement foa comprehensiv8iodiversity Development Assessment
Report¢ which was evaluated as part ofghapproval(DA 2020/00641)or the Western
Section of the trajla Flora and Fauna Impact Assessment egasideredsufficiert. Flora
WOAIKO UGKNBIFGSYSR 7T 2[BiddiveisityEansedvatiojchaddisé&én dzy RS
under the EPB{Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservatidojwere assessed as
200dzNNAY3A 2N KF@Ay3I LRGSYGArt G2 200dzNJ ¢A (K.
dzy RSNI 1Sy tSIFRAy3 G2 (KS anbkkghyQd regaltinsignifiGaftl G Y
impactsii 2 (1 K S & RRERag#SL) kabria @ Xothreatened and migratory fauna
species, including a range of threatened microlatd threatened and migratory birds, could
potentially occur transiently in the proposal site oocasiof2 @ | 2 @ Sv@ahtiheb
disturbed nature of the vegetation to be remed, location along the edge of the existing
clearedNI Af O2NNAR2NE YR (NI yaARy i kS GLARNER J2257 €
consideredunlikely to result in any significant impact® these speciesr alter the suitability
of theK | 0 A REFpag® 94%A Construction Environmentallanagement Plan (CEMR)also
requiredspecifying environmental safeguards to inglemented

A Socieeconomic Impact Assessme(tppendix Gwhole trai): Extracts from this
comprehensive assessment are reported throughout this group submission

A Visual Impact Assessmeffppendix Kwhole trai): This assessment divided the trail into 10
visual zonesyith zonesl to 4 in Lake Macquarie and CessnadRA. Of thel8views
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assessed withithe Western Section of the RVRITable 13and alsoREFpage 102, 13 were

low/negligible,3 were moderate, an@ hadhighvisual amenity impactdoth of which were
in Zone 2¢ namely, on the Eastern approach to Wallis Creek (View point 2), and on the
Embankment of Wallis Creek (View pointSigpnageyegetationretention, and screenindif
required) should help protect the privacy of rural dwellings in this area.

A Aboriginal Archaeological Survey Repd@ftppendix Jwholetraib Y W5S&LIAGS (KS K
F NOKFS2ft23A0Ff aSyairiaArorie 2F GKSaS vy (dzNI €
OFdzaSR o0& O02yaiNHzOGA2Y 27T hdasthatzhallsikd wi OKY 2
archaeological potential across the whole of the study areatsidered tobe lo@ ® L Y LI O 2
on two sites of moderate archaeological potential should be minimised

A Statement of Heritage ImpadtAppendixJ, whole trai): A variety of heritage listed items of
local significance were identifieRecommendations and mitigation measures are presented
in Table 81. Previously, we have also commented on theritage Issues Respor(siate
August 27th, 2021that was provided for the Eastern Section of the RVRT, which included
somepractical and achievele WK SNRA G | 3 S (1 NB I (s8¢ af @@vered 3 ¢T3 7
materials from along the former rail line; and heritage interpretation strategi@similar
approach could be adopted forrapresentative componendf the Western Section of the
trail (see belw).

A Strategic Options and Engineering Heritage Assessment Regpamendix KCessnockGA):
a8 y20SR Ay G(GKA& ! LIWSYRAEZ (KS W{vdpNidS and ND & .
dilapidated conditorQ® a2 NE2 OSNE WX dzZf GAYI 0Steésx ySég o0NJ
maintenance than either the rehabilitation or renewal options which require costly and
ongoing routine repairs Y R LINB @Sy i 0 A BS YIAYGSylryOoOSQd LyF
bridge replacement options would be about one third the costadfabilitation and about half
the cost of renewali.e., @mplete likeforf A { S NB O2y a i NUzOG oM (2 (2R
support the conclusion thatew bridges, using modern materials, providiee only viable
solution - with the Wallis Creek Bridgsill anticipated to cost approx. $2.91m and the
Surveyors Creek Bridge approx. $2.02m. We also support the suggestiorREfpage 115)
OKFG WX FLILINBLINR I GS NB O?2 slghientsiotlye brtiFes shéuld bell A Y 6 -
either incorporated into the new designs or developed as a standalone aspect, for example
interpretive signag@

As noted in theRERSection80 Yhe Hbtential impacts of the proposal atensidered minor

when compared to the identified benefit® o6 LJF 3S mMon0 wiKSaS AyOf dzRS
potential) impacts on visual amenity, water quality, water flows, vegetation, habitat, heritage, and
landownes REFExecutive Summary, page Wjitigation measures are provided in the REF,

which would avoid, reduce or mitigate any impd&tsage 130)

Notwithstanding, many of th&00 Conditions of Consemtssociated with the initial Development
Approval for the Eastern Section of the RW&Hhin Newcastle LGADA2020/00641 approval,
dated December82021) will have relevance heras will the32 Conditions of Conserfor the
small coastal wetlands secti of the trail within Cessnock LGA (DA 8/2020/20463/1 approval,
dated April 26' 2021).
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5. Likely RVRT Benefits: A Community Perspective

Based on longerm engagement with local communities, more recent discussatiait theEIS

and REHRfor the Eastrn and Western Sections of the RVRT, respectivahy) our collective
knowledge and experiences, we have compiled a lisBdik2ly RVRT benefits from a community
perspective grouped intdfive categories. Our awareness of community sentiments and
expectations, and RVRT opportunities and constraints, is drawn from multiple sources, including:
over two decades of RVRT involvement; membership of various cycling, conservation, and other
groups; nunerous planning submissions; and experiences with other developnaemtsail trails.

A. Health and Lifestyle Benefits
The RVRX

Al X promotes active lifestyleswhich will have positive physical and mental health

benefits;

A2 X g Aft bo&yalde bfiusersacross all age groupincluding walkers,

cyclists, runners, bird watchers, reduced mobility users, fagndyher groupsand

A3 X Sy O02dzNI 3Sa ft 2 Ol fexploterRarr& bfHanieeVdley (i 2

landscapes and attractions.

A It is thepotential magnitudeof these health and lifestyle benefits that needs to be
highlightedc arising from the broad mix of potential trail users and the multiple and var
occasions on which people are likely to access the RVRT.

A AppendixG (Saio-economic Impact Assessment) notes that the region is likely to
experiencesignificant population growthin the coming decades. It also provides a profil
2T GKS 1 dzyGSNRa KSIFf KX & dz3 DShavioaryl Bealtbrikk:
fac NBEQ o6{ SO0A2Y HPoODP /2yaSldsSyater (K¢
community-building regional infrastructure such as the RVRT.

A¢cKS SAadAYFGSR RA NBilixGPFKakd 69) @éduated B $43.2mM, (GEYE
of the estimated overall trail benefitgof $76.6m).

B. Community Access an@onnection Benefits

The RVRX

Bl X LINE @afeR Bedsartt pathway between communities

B2 X (K2dzZaK{ T dderfs with @@uyed rhdRiftgNE

B3 X strengthens Hunter recreational opportunitieand promotes connections

betweenmetropolitan and rural communitiesand

B4 X ¢ Af fprecihé deue®prientand amixture of cycling and other activities for

families (encouraging return visits).

A Improved cycleway connectiotetween and within local communitieswill benefit
individuals, families and a variety of groups, including local schools.

A¢CKS NIYy3asS 2F LRISYGAFIf wxwe YApNMik)Idsee LIS
Table 52). Twenty-one potential RVRT experiences are presentattluding sample trips
for people with reduced mobilith X YR YIFye& 20GKSNJ GNIF Af ¢

A Opportunities for community connections, and links to gdriandscapes and regional
attractions, willalsobe substantially greater when tHeVRs fully-completed

A In addition to providing safe, pleasant connections between local communities (e.g., T

and Shortland; Fletcher, Minmi and Stockrington), th&RWill enhance the attractivenes

of the Hunter Region and NSW asad trail tourism destination
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C. Cyclingspecific Benefits
The RVRK

C1l Xincreases safetyia alternatives to road network usage;

C2 X facilitates daily bicycleeommuting reducing emissions and road congestion;

C3 X gAff LINE Yecigdional gyOingly casualRiders, as well as those whc

enjoy a longer group ride;

C4 X ¢Aff A YLINEMEESe ad 4 Sctile tigstylSandcyclidgstination;

C5 X gAff FRR (2 GKS 20KSNJ RSRAOIFUGSR f 2

encouragingnulti-day regional cycling visitand

@ X gekparid the Australian rail trail networkwhich already contributes positively

to many communities

ALO Aa FYGAOALI GSR GKFG GKS wxwe WX gAf
NBE3dzZ  NJ O Of Aaida o RIAIENSIXCSEdtion 8 B5Hbwever, B3/
40 km off-road shared pathwaywith a variety of distinct segments) will also facilitate sa
recreational cycling for different groups of casual riders as well.

A¢CKSNE Aa ftaz2z SOARSYOS Gkmd XIikiSa Ra &N
LIS2 L SQ& LISNOSRIGARYAVTQ 66 % 4 NiBteaseyy { D NJ
involvement in walking and cyclingbserved in many Australian cities and towns.

AtKS SaGAYIFIGSR 0SySFT¥Aila FTNRY WAYLINROSYS
(AppendixG, Table ) equated to $24.7m, which, when combined with congestion,
vehicle operation, transport, poltion and emission savings and benefits (totalling $3.8n
equated to37% of the estimated overall trail benefitef $76.6m).

A AppendixGalso highlights a range other cycling related opportunitiessuch as enhance
connections with local mountain bike networks, automated bike hire services, cycling
events, and Ride to ScbioDays.

A Rail trails and greenways apecoming important tourist attractions In Australia, Victoria
has a variety of wellleveloped trails, while NSW currently has a limited number, many
which are relatively short.

A National and international evidenadsoclearlyshows thatrail trails work ¢ providing a
WAl f dzZSR O2YYdzyAide FYSyAde GKIOBAWMNRY?2 oK
W LINE @ platfarnyf 8 grow new businessereate essential jobs and provide eoonic
OSYSTAUQ Ob2NIKSNY wAGSNAR wkAf ¢NFAT !

D. Environmental and Heritage Benefits

The RVRK

D1 X AYLINR @Sa | o0& andivorimerital aftracticindjacent to the RVRT
(e.g., coastal wetlands, nature reserves, aational parks);

D2 X Ay Of deBnStictedb8dgds and boardwalks

D3 X LINE Widdivedsity and habitat protection(through education, specialised
groups and community participation);

D4 X AYONBIasSa | O0S a aultirdl antl Betiagé feaBigesprorNgting Y
community appreciation(including indigenous, mining and rail heritage); and

D5 X minimises potential negative impacten the local environment, by using
previously cleared areas.
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A The RVRT will be a community resource that caexptored and enjoyed at many
different levels and by a wide variety of groupboth local and visiting.

A Userfriendly resource materialswill be needed, which can be referenced in funding
applications and also serve promotional purposes. The 4 hfihtrail video from 201ig a
straightforward example of such a resource. Midlyered RVRT educational and virtual
resource materials should also be producethich wouldenhance visitor experiences.

A There issubstantial heritage valu@long the proposed route, includingpdigenous,mining
and rail heritage (e.g., the Pambalong clan lived in the local area, after whom the Natt
Reserve north of Minmi is named; more recently, 100+ years of coal extraction/transpt

A By increasing access to local environmental and heritagefesttheO 2 Y Y dzy A (i & ¢
ownership and appreciation growscontributing to greater longerm protection (which
for example has happened at Blue Gum Hills Regional Park).

A Local &cilities(such as the Hunter Wetlands Cenjtreayalsobenefit substantially ac
financially bycombining the educational and experiential aspecithe RVRT.

E. Economi¢ Tourismand Other Regional Benefits
The RVRXK

E1 X dlearly cost effective (BCR = P} so the sooner we build it, the better;

E2 X gshppdrt local businesses antkw initiatives (e.g., trail side coffee shops, bike

hire, funrruns, guided walks);

E3 X ¢ Aff F dzNBc& Schdoraidigkowttizant divBrsity

E4 X gAff LIplike®AflRBe régikndl network connectiong.g., to the

University andNewcastle Cyclesafe NetworluB Gum Hills Regional Park, other
Maitland and Cessnoaycleways antrails); and

B X KL &obwodsririts it should have already bedilt.

A As detailed imAppendixG (Section 6.5), théenefit cost ratio(BCR) for the project &40,
GKAOK WX AYRAOFGSa GKIFIG GKS fS@St 2F S
YR | KFEF GAYSa GKS tS@St 2F SELISOGSR
the proposal.

A The estimatechet presert value (NP\) for the projectin March 2019 wa$44.7m(i.e., the
amount that is generated [Benefits minus Costs] over they@& evaluation period
OFf OdzZ FiSR Ay (G2RlI&Qa R2ftfl NROO®

A We need toset the RVRT up on the right courf®m the outset. For example, the
estimated infrastructure capital cosfppendixG, Section 6.3) of $33.2m equates to abot
$830,000 per km, whichisyod A 3G Sy i 6AGK b{2 Lt! wetQa
cycleway/pedestrian pathways.

A Compromising safety or accessibilig.g., by reducing rest pointspmmunityaccess
points,associatedacilities or surface quality, etc) will only decrease usage, gankrate
ongoing and maintenance costs, which local Councils may not be able to afford.

Consistency witfRegional Strategies and Council Shared Pathway Plans

In effect,developmentapprovasfor the Eastern and Western Sections of the RiiRIlement

key goalsdrom the Hunter Regional Plan 2088RP2016) and theGreater Newcastle

Metropolitan Plan 203GNMP 2018), andheyalso represent?a G 3S 2y SQ Ay (GKS
sequencefor several Lower dzy (i S NJ Jorgyela¢r®d ivdlkidg and cycling strategic plans.
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The RVRIEmuch more than a cyclewagnd itwill contribute to at least three of the identified

strategic Actions within the HRP: creatimgglthy built environments(Direction 17); enhancing
recreational facilitiesand connectingopen spacegDirection 18); androwing regional tourism

(Direction 9. Likewise, within the GNMP, the RVRT is recognised as an important component of
NEIAZ2YIf LI I ya&bhRES ¥ Mmimgiays®kgen spacds tdnksyith identified

0N 0S3IAO0 ! OlAz2ya Ay Of dzR ArgeEafionfarés INBIEG SR P O0S a &
SYKFYyOSR Wyl (i dzNB préoteztidriRandipfodeiidnoMatirek ad@wzaR0 K | & X
GKS | SEKIY 2S8S(GfFyR&aQ o! dotivatnyspor metwerksllz Y AyYRLINENERIH
2T Wdzy 2 60 &-GoNddxted BeBestdab paths armchetwork of off-road separated cycleways

to key destinations, includingg OK2 2 f &> SYLJX 28 YSy (i Kdzasx akKz2Lla |

Several newelocal government planslso include the RVRBuch as: thé&lewcastle Cycling Plan
202120300 H NH MO T / Sa & y@ydihg Siraked(@016) ahdlzgil® Strat€p§2020); and

[ F1S al Ol dzZt NW&lkirg AC§dling An# Beyfdd StieedsiStrategy 2@BR1).Moreover,
it is now much easier to seghere the RVRT fits within proposed remal cycleways networks
than it was when the original design work and documentation for the RVRT was produced.

Combining the recent Newcastle and Lake Macquarie City cycling plans and strategies, there are
actuallythree proposedfrincipal bicycle netwokQ NB IA 2y | f NRdziSa GKIF G &7
RVRY (iF&rBleigh Track to Richmond Vale Rail Trail via CharleR@iné NP dzi S 06 LINR Y |
GAGKAY [F1S al OljdzZ NAS [D!Z YR $KAOKNewdnsieda Sa
City Centre tdJniversity (Callaghan) and Richmond Vale Rail Trail (Minmi Jun@@nf NP dzi S 6
al NBf I yR | YR ClnbarsiyGaNaghan) to Matlar@®@80E NP dzi S> g KA OK
the Hunter Water pipeline corridor between Shortland and Tafitweseproposed route

connections with the RVRAFeillustratedin Figure3 on the next page.

RVRT Access from Lake Macquarie LGA

A At first glance, the 2.7km section of the RVRT within Mé&equarie LGAnay appear to be
relatively remote and of limited interest to Lake Mac residehtswever, thatshort section is
packed with interesting featuresincluding: two Historic brick Railway Tunnels (#1 and #2),
The Jewboy Cave, Burrenjim Dam, &hahter Expressway bridges (overhegdeePoint of
Interest 7in Figure2. It is directly accessible frothe Blue Gum Creek access roaft George
Booth Driveg which will also provide trail access for thasgh reduced mobility

A The Seahampton Road bridgacross the Hunter Expressway (at Seahampi®a)so likely to
provide future access to the Stockrington State Conservation Ared/idiérail Precinct,the
RVRTandto the other walking trailshat will developin that area.

A In the longesterm, Principal Bicycle NetwoiRoute R2will probably provide a connection
between the Fernleigh Track and the RVRT, via Charlestown, Cameron Park and Minmi
(adjacent to Blue Gum HilRegional Park) seeFigure3.

A Likewise, in the longeterm, Principal Bicycle NetwoiRoute R6will probably provide a
connection between Glendale and the RVRT, via the Tramway Track, Wallsend, Maryland and
Fletcher- seeFigure3.

A These future connectionfisom Lake Macquarie LGA wélhhancethe appeal of both the
RVRT and other shared pathways and attractiand_ake Mac. Indeed, it will even be possible
to cycle or walkhe 50+km distancéfom a dzZNNJ & Qd Kutri &rriorRarro(via the
Fernleigh Track extensions, the R2, andRWRT).
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Figure3. t NP LJI2 A SR O FdzidzNBUO Wt NAYOALI t . AOe Of
RVRT atMinmi ( ), Fletcher Route R§ and Shortland Route R$
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