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https://www.richmondvalerailtrail.org.au/uploads/1/2/0/4/120411157/composite_s2s-rvrt_shared_pathway_-_presentation_handout_march_2026_-_terry_lewin.pdf
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Composite | RVRT Shared Pathway
(Hunter Valley, NSW): Updated Presentation — March 2026

Terry Lewin

Community Representative

Richmond Vale Rail Trail
(RVRT) Supporters’ Group

RVRT Inc., President

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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https://youtu.be/x02tcNhvyOo

Presentation Outline:
Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT) Background

Background

Composite S2S / RVRT Shared Pathway
West to East Snapshot

Benefits, Considerations & Opportunities

Challenges, Strategies & Requested Actions

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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Recent RVRT-related activities by local Councils:

+** Inclusion of proposed RVRT-related (and S2S-related) shared pathways in updated Strategic Plans during 2025
(for current Council terms), together with other local cross-connectors.

¢ Positive steps taken to help resolve outstanding land acquisition issues (within Newcastle & Cessnock LGAs).

¢ Current 5-year Newcastle =
Approval (DA 2020/00641) lapses L ot P = \inTh |

in December 2026 if construction = i o e - ®
s e Seg /... Platform

has not commenced.

¢ City of Newcastle is currently
focussed on delivering two routes:
Minmi to Minmi Junction; and
Fletcher to Minmi Junction
(arrowed) ... “targeting the end of
June 2026 for completion of the
project documentation [detailed
design and investigations], with the
tender process for construction due
to be initiated soon after”.

Pa‘th‘Way‘ & Boardwafk
(Above' Pipeline)

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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+* Recent Advocacy by Hunter JO has

focussed on diversification of the

Hunter’s Economy, Housing & Growth,

Tourism & Transport, and Resilience & oo

Sustainability — whilst framing $2S S e o
benefits largely from a Cycle Tourism e
perspective — for example: as an

Iconic ‘hero experience’ to attract

‘high value cycle tourists’.

& ¥ Budgoy

S|
2026205, " SUbmissio,

+* Positive return on S2S Investment
- Estimated 230,000 users.

+» S2S Advocacy remains a priority in
Hunter JO’s Strategic Plan 2035.

+* Recent Pre-Budget Submissions to

NSW & Federal Governments (Dec. \ T 4
2025, Jan. 2026) include requests for { \: M
$23m to fund the ‘Shiraz’ $2S section —

(supporting 2028 Bicentennial of e ragic Plan 2035
Commercial Wine Growing). q

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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+* Four potential Composite
S2S/RVRT sub-sections have
been identified (18km) that
could be prioritised for finalised
design & construction funding,
two each within Cessnock and
Newcastle LGAs — in combination
with 13km Premier RVRT sub-
section identified earlier.

+* Sub-sections (A to D) are
sufficiently small & self-
contained to be suitable
candidates for standalone grant
applications.

+* Selected because they
highlight the diversity of
S2S/RVRT linkages & benefits.

RVRT Supporters’ Group

Illustrative Funding/ Construction Approaches

lllustrative Funding Approaches:
Seek Funding for Design & Construction
of Prioritised Self-contained S2S/RVRT
Sub-sections (Red Circles) and/or 13km
Premier RVRT Section from Wallis Creek
to Lenaghans Drive.

& e\‘n'd

Composite 120km Shiraz to Shore & RVRT
Shared Pathway (S2S/RVRT)

RVRT Supporters’ Group, January 2026

A Hunter Valley Gardens to Visitor Information Centre - 5km,
without Halls Road deviation (Approx. $8m) [Wine Country].

B: weston Peace Park to Pokolbin Street Crossing in Pelaw
Main - 4km (Approx. $9m) [Around S2S/RVRT Midpoint in
Kurri Kurri {Log of Knowledge Park)].

C: Fletcher/Minmi to Pambalong Nature Reserve - 6km, to Dog Hole
Road (Approx. $10m) [Key Transition & Construction Point].

D: Beresfield/Tarro Connection to M1 Extension Interface, plus
Bridge over New England Highway - 3km (Approx. $11m).

Premier RVRT
Section from
Wallis Creek to
Lenaghans Drive
- 13km (Approx. $30m+)
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Overall Benefits:

{Multi-layered - Regional, Local and Personal)

Together, the S25 and RVRT (and associated local shared pathways initiatives) will:

Provide valuable and cost-effective region-wide recreational resources for residents;
Generate economic development & diversification opportunities;

Promote the Hunter Region as a premier cycle tourism destination (by highlighting our
region’s natural beauty and linking existing infrastructure & attractions); and

Directly benefit local communities, families and businesses.

Other benefits include:

(@)

RVRT

Improved community access & connection (e.g., linking metropolitan & rural areas & attractions);
Health, lifestyle and liveability benefits;

Environmental, cultural & heritage appreciation (e.g., conservation conduit; coastal wetlands);
Cycling-specific safety, active transport & other commuting benefits; and

Being Free to use.

Supporters’ Group

Considerations: (continued)

o

RVRT

Outstanding opportunities along full length of Composite S2S/RVRT (not just at the ‘Shiraz’

and ‘Shore’ ends).

Need integrated community development that strikes a good balance between Hunter
Region wide tourism, recreational and economic benefits, and the potential impacts
and benefits for local communities (After all, the majority of S25/RVRT users will be locals).

Need to ensure that other shared pathways across the region are carefully designed
and connected to the backbone (or spine) provided by the Composite S2S/RVRT.

The four Councils hosting the Composite S2S/RVRT will have primary responsibility for
its final designs, construction, integrated operation and maintenance; consequently, we
need to build a quality trail that optimises local and regional benefits as well as
minimising ongoing maintenance costs.

Supporters’ Group

Considerations:

@

Composite S2S/RVRT and its extensions will bring cost-effective multi-layered regional

benefits to a broad range of user groups (e.g., recreational cyclists, walkers, runners, and bird
watchers; active/regular commuters; families and social groups; individuals/families with mobility constraints;
general and eco-tourists; and participants engaged in community and sporting events).

Not starting from scratch — approx. 40% of the Composite S2S/RVRT already exists (e.g.,

Hermitage Road cycleway; Islington Park to Newcastle Harbour and Beach; historic Tramway Track from Wallsend to
Glendale; Glendale to Speers Point cycleway; links between Nulkaba and Cessnhock CBD);

Quality regional trails (e.g., proposed S25/RVRT and existing Fernleigh/FAST) are long-life assets that

will continue to generate regional benefits for decades to come (with increasingly
advantageous benefit-to-cost ratios as time goes on).

Composite S2S/RVRT is inherently a linked network with inter-dependent & cumulative
recreational, economic, tourism, health, and societal benefits and costs (additionally, many

of the non-core shared pathways will inevitably be badged and marketed as arms of the regional S25 cycle trail).

RVRT Supporters’ Group

Opportunities:

o

Blending trail planning, construction, upgrades and extensions with other

complementary local initiatives is also worthwhile (e.g., with Masterplans for Housing Estates and
nearby Sporting/Recreational Centres; Road Network Upgrades or other Transport Initiatives; Urban renewal

initiatives such as the Broadmeadow Place Strategy),‘

Several external timeframes/events add weight to timely construction of the

S2S/RVRT or its sub-sections, including:

= Recent Opening of International Airport in Newcastle;

= Expected completion of M1 Extension to Raymond Terrace in mid-2028 (or earlier);

= Bi-centennial of Commercial Wine Growing in Australia in 2028 [potential target date for
construction of Wine Country section of SZS/RVRT].

Complement and build upon the Hunter Region’s strengths, natural beauty &
attractions, including the Fernleigh Track & FAST Extension [Fernleigh Awabakal Shared Track]

and the Region’s National Parks, Conservation Areas & Green Corridors [e.g., inclusion of the
S2S5/RVRT route in NPWS'’s developing Plans of Management for the Lower Hunter Western Reserves).

RVRT Supporters’ Group

2 v & MORESAEI®ER o/kiS I ¢ RLIZMLIEIE N{lindek v e B0

f AAaKSRO®

0
GSNI wS3aA2yQ

LI I yyAy3ds O2yaidNUzOs2y $& R ARIANG R\
D o ¥ ly GakNNIIT K @ FEASERY & RiA2NISoC: 2 v &

2 LJzNA& dzS

Al
a®

S
A

t e
13 &




A~ oA

t ATNKEf fSy3aSa &y RiRf 6riND dirSEayRAe y3 T2N o YSOBR Y & NHAE a0R0KEGMeSQEAISE v i A | €
fl1LIAS 2F &42YS 1 FdAKBISH NIMGBE MWD RK ISNGFDSE 2 LIYSYy (i / AINDBIGEHRWEHENNPY I HAHC A&

s




