Facebook Post — November 27" 2023:
https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/posts/pfbid02EK3gXGJDG6UekoWgf4R79PFvYrTFiwDZ81ybLS4QCEKxikSdNRLAZ7ZcnAdeUBH1I

From Terry J. Lewin (RVRT Inc. Vice-President - RVRT Supporters’ Group)

Recent RVRT Ministerial Visit and Shiraz to Shore Update:
Highlighting Coastal Wetlands and Kau-Ma Park Panorama ‘ﬁ‘;‘l’l

Last Thursday (23/11/2013) another opportunity arose for a brief visit to the RVRT (and the broader Shiraz to Trail

Shore Trail) by two Federal MPs — Kristy McBain (MP for Eden-Monaro, and the Federal Minister for Regional
Development, Territories and Local Government) and Meryl Swanson (MP for Paterson).

A substantial portion of the RVRT runs through Meryl Swanson’s electorate and she has been a long-standing and strong RVRT supporter. Likewise,
Kristy McBain is well aware that trails bring economic and social benefits to regions, as the sub-alpine Tumbarumba to Rosewood (Riverina Highlands)
Rail Trail runs through her electorate. We thank both MPs for their enthusiastic visit and their acknowledgement of the substantial amount of trail
planning that has already been undertaken.

On this occasion, we decided to highlight the ‘Coastal Wetlands Zone’ segment of the trail by meeting at Kau-Ma Park in Fletcher — a location that has
also been documented in our recent Facebook Posts:
https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/posts/pfbid037cUel1VXLGyapSCMvUuYvmxmf3wXn5vNJoGe4FF9C82uCLHhVEsajzW5elSo5U7ql

Pictures 1 to 8 present a mix of photos taken during the visit and contextual information about the RVRT’s Coastal Wetlands Zone, relative to the
Fletcher Hub and Kau-Ma Park. As it turns out, this was an excellent location from which to describe the trail’s multi-layered elements, together with
its historical timelines, including: the extent and character of the Hunter Wetlands and Estuary; the area’s indigenous heritage, particularly for the
Awabakal nation and the Pambalong Clan (e.g., Wedge-tail Eagle totem, Rocky Knob, local Nature Reserves); the area’s coal and rail heritage (e.g.,
steam trains ran from Hexham to Minmi/Stockrington from the 1860’s to the 1980’s); and the newish residential estates that now border the
Wetlands, together with the need for thoughtful, attractive community connections and social infrastructure.

Picture 9 was included as a reminder of our recent visit/walk through part of the ‘Sugarloaf Range’ RVRT segment with local MPs and Councillors.


https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/posts/pfbid02EK3qXGJDG6UekoWgf4R79PFvYrTFiwDZ81ybLS4QCEKxik5dNRLAZ7ZcnAdeUBH1l
https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/posts/pfbid037cUeJ1VXLGyapSCMvUuYvmxmf3wXn5vNJoGe4FF9C82uCLHhVEsajzW5eJSo5U7ql

Picture 10 provides an overview of the broader Shiraz to Shore Trail, together with a brief update about the Hunter Joint Organisation of Council’s
(Hunter JO’s) recent planning activities and stakeholder engagement. Pictures 11 and 12 break the trail into two broad segments (Wine Country to
Kurri Kurri, and Kurri Kurri to Newcastle), with Picture 12, in particular, highlighting the overlap with the RVRT (here, identified as Sections 4 and 5a of
the Shiraz to Shore Trail).

It should be noted that these are Preliminary/Draft Materials Only, and that the adjustments that we have made to these Figures are for Discussion
Purposes Only. Picture 13 further illustrates the ‘Sugarloaf Range and Coastal Wetlands’ RVRT segment within the Shiraz to Shore Trail.

It also needs to be emphasised that these images are designed to provide a broad overview of the Trail —the ‘spine or backbone’, if you like. There
will be many other links that can be identified, including a Cessnock/Abermain/Nulkaba Loop (using existing and proposed Cessnock shared
pathways) and a Two Cities Loop (using existing and proposed pathways within Lake Macquarie and Newcastle LGAs, such as the Fernleigh Track and
its extensions).

A growing theme emerging from the trail planning work is the need to provide a diversity of user experiences (e.g., walking and cycling trails,
mountain biking, shared pathways, gravel and road cycling) that value add to the region’s existing experiences and attractions. Trail governance and
maintenance arrangements are also emerging as important topics for discussion, as we move forward to seek trail funding.

Thanks to all of our RVRT supporters.

CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS AND FEEDBACK WELCOME.
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Picture 1. Federal MPs Kristy McBain and Meryl Swanson, with Terry Lewin, near the ‘Eagle Shelter’ in Kau-Ma Park, Fletcher (23/11/2023).
Leigh Gibbens was the other RVRT Supporters' Group Committee member who greeted the MPs.
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Picture 2. Overall Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT) Route [32+ km from Shortland to Kurri Kurri], Suggested Strategic Zones, and Kau-Ma Park Location.



Picture 3. Looking Towards Coastal Wetlands from Kau-Ma Park, Fletcher; Extracted ‘Little Planet’ View from Bill Landenberger’s Recent 360Cities Drone
Panorama (18/11/2023), with Rocky Knob in the Centre. Relative Altitude of 23 Metres: http://www.360cities.net/image/kau-ma-park-drone-panorama
As shown in this image, there are existing shared pathways around most of the Wetlands border within Fletcher.



http://www.360cities.net/image/kau-ma-park-drone-panorama

Picture 4. Terry Lewin (RVRT Supporters’ Group Vice-President) Demonstrating that he can Point in Every Direction! [Whilst Highlighting Relevant RVRT (and
Shiraz to Shore Trail) Points of Interest for our Visiting Federal MPs (Kau-Ma Park, Fletcher, 23/11/2023)].
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Picture 5. Fletcher Hub and Surrounding Wetlands — Illustrating Proposed RVRT Links and Kau-Ma Park Location (Overlooking Rocky Knob).
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Picture 6. View through the ‘Eagle Shelter’ in Kau-Ma Park, Fletcher — Looking Towards the Shortland to Tarro [Pipeline] RVRT Segment (23/11/2023).
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Picture 7. Federal MPs Kristy McBain and Meryl Swanson, with Terry Lewin, near the ‘Three Canoes’ Artwork in Kau-Ma Park, Fletcher (23/11/2023).



Picture 8. Federal MPs Kristy McBain and Meryl Swanson, with Terry Lewin, experiencing the ‘Three Chairs’ Artwork in Kau-Ma Park, Fletcher (23/11/2023).
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Picture 9. Recap — We Visited the ‘Sugarloaf Range’ RVRT Segment with a Small Group of Federal MPs and Cessnock Councillors on 29/9/2023;
Link: https://www.facebook.com/richmondrailtrail/posts/pfbid034VdENPejx9DP1jji2ZDNU9p9QTyaevikXq69qmWas23TZyU2sJRAsFCEDXxBTFZsul
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‘Shiraz to Shore’ Trail

Proponent: Hunter Joint Organisation of Councils (Hunter JO).
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Update & Suggestions

On Nov. 22nd 2023, the Consultants (TRC & DMS) engaged by Hunter
JO to work on these projects [Cycle Tourism Strategy and Shiraz to Shore
Plans] presented online updates to key stakeholders. Subsequently, a
range of draft documents was made available for review and feedback
(including draft strategy documents and concept plans, a draft business
case and marketing plan, and draft economic impact report).

We congratulate Hunter JO on getting to this point and encourage them to
continue to consult widely - whilst also acknowledging that the various
elements within these plans are likely to progress at different rates, as are
(post-funding) detailed planning and construction processes and
schedules across the various sections of the broader Shiraz to Shore trail.

Maintaining a balanced focus on the national/state, regional and local
benefits, opportunities and challenges associated with this trail is
essential - whilst also providing a co-operative, integrated framework (and
br:land) Eﬁat we can all support and benefit from, and to which we can all
value add.

Please Note: To facilitate further discussion, we have made some
gpreliminary) adjustments to the Section Names and Descriptors for
ections 5 and 6 (from the August 2023 version) & other minor additions.

Picture 10. Overview of Shiraz to Shore Trail, Recent Developments, and Stakeholder Engagement — Preliminary/Draft Materials Only (for Discussion).
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Section 2 provides a gravel riding adventure trail through
scenic Werakata National Park, a Wildlife Park and Picnic
Sites in a bushland setting.
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Knowledge. Small heritage towns include: Abermain, Weston,
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Design Intent

The Shiraz to Shore Trail proposes a 120km cycle route that boasts a picturesgue
user experience from regional Hunter Winery Country and Historic Villages through
coastal wetlands, lakes and river foreshores, urban parklands to the wild pacific
coast.

The trail suggests a network of new and existing concrete, asphalt and gravel trails
and quiet traffic calmed roads.

The design intent is to provide an overall Shiraz to Shore brand while each section
adopts a unique style appropriate to its context. |.e. the Hunter region wine section
trail section is to align with the Hermitage and Broke Road winery trail by utilising
and establishing new roadside trails and quiet regional roads, including using the
existing Hunter Winery infrastructure and roadside interpretation points to promote
numerous stopovers at wineries and associated accommodation, food and drink
attractions.

The trail will ideally be placed on road reserve or along established cycle trails or
quiet traffic calmed roads. The exact treatments along the trail are to be developed
through a design development and detailed design process including ongoing
consultation with Council, Community, Business and associated Stakeholders and
Landholders.
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Picture 11. Wine Country to Kurri Kurri Segment (Sections 1 to 3) of Proposed 100+ km Shiraz to Shore Trail — Extracted from Updated Draft Concept

Plan (August 2023, Hunter Joint Organisation of Councils).

13



——

eddon Greta

e Minmi/Fletcher to Shortland/Maryland via Hexham

Junction (and Tarro) - 15 km Coastal Wetlands Loop

Section 5a ulilises former railway embankments and disused

® Black Hill b pipeline corridors, providing bird watching and wildlife
e “a experiences in a peri-urban setting.
P 2 Fullerton Cove
Q+ -
u
."Hunter Wetlands 5= Hunter Wetlands
Tunnel under National Park 3% National Park

Richmond Vale Roadway Wetland

Stockringlo) s\;?cfkrlngto El'a" LO?IP :' K Island
Tunnel under K\ Sockringlon State onnection ooragang Islan
Roadway - Conservation Area Calanat

Reserve 4

*Tarro N\ Mewcastle Airport
& 5 Section 5a Wetlands Loop Trail
o a (Richmond Vale Rail Trail)

/

-

Fern Bay | ® / (T)) Major Trail Head
4 (1) Minor Trail Head

f

mi
Biue Gum Hills
Regional Park

‘/4\ Section 4 Bushlands Rail Trail
V2 OO (Richmond Vale Rail Trail)

Leg of Knowledge to Stockrington 17.5km @
This section explores Historic Tunnels, Cultural Heritage and the o Stockton® 1Nobbys Head /
Sugar Loaf Ranges. Whibayganba
(O Nobbys Beach
@ . N te W Road
5) ﬁ‘- Section 5 Wetlands Border Trail o S " Newcastle
(M) stockrington to Wallsend via Fletcher/Maryland 10 km
Section 5 i th ith ide of the Coastal wetlands, e
and Rail & uitural Hentage, Incuding 0pporiuniics to vl % Start/ Finish
Pambalong Nature Reserve, Blue Gum Hills Regional Park and
Treetops Adventures, and Kau-Ma Park (with views to Rocky NObbyS Beach
Kb Merewether - Newcastle

i 6\ {- Section 6 Parklands & Community Shared Pathways
N O O Wallsend to Islington Park 9km

Section 6 of the trail links visitors and communities to urban parklands and |
recreational facilities.

Museum of Art and Culture

Pacific Ocean

S iy B skl . Lake Macquarie ¢ ,'

ection ba Lake Nacquarie v "

Waboand Etans T w. ,; SHIRAZ TO'© SHORE TRAIL
From Wallsend visitors and locals can use off road shared paths - 4“ Eleebana : 1 . "
S8t usy e Ceobars. okt Tanuay Tk, i L8 g Sections 4 to 7: CONCEPT
northern Lake Macquarie foreshore. Wy (':é % Extracted from Draft
Section 7 Riverside to Nobbys Beach S gay T Belmont, Rail frail N . Shiraz to Shore Plan HUNTER

7 ; Proposed o %" Jand Belmont [agoon / g ot Y
OO 1slington Park to Newcastle Foreshore 7km e i \Cultural Trai / (August 2923’- Hunte( Joint oRG.

From Islinglon Park visitors and locals use off road shared paths . & / Organ ISatIOI'I) - with -
to experience Newcastle's maritime heritage, vibrant waterfront " "
in:h.)l(diﬂg ThrosbyCreeknverste‘ Newl:asﬂeuarrbuu‘ll'\,[wharf, ——— ——- !v e e e g e adjustments tO SeCtIOI’IS 5 & 6-
marinas and beaches.

Picture 12. Kurri Kurri to Newcastle Segment (Sections 4 to 7) of Proposed 100+ km Shiraz to Shore Trail — Modified Version of Updated Draft

Concept Plan (August 2023) — Highlighting RVRT (Sect. 4 & 5a), Coastal Wetlands (Sect. 5/5a), and Kau-Ma Park (Overlooking Rocky Knob).
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Sections 4 & 5:
Extracted from Draft
Shiraz to Shore Plan
(August 2023, Hunter
Joint Organisation) -

with adjustments
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This section explores Historic Tunnels, Cultural Heritage and the
Sugar Loaf Ranges.

_ Section 5 Wetlands Border Trail
Stockrington to Wallsend via Fletcher/Maryland 10 km

Section 5 explores the southem side of the Coastal wetlands,
and Rail & Cultural Heritage, including opportunities to visit
Pambalong Nature Reserve, Blue Gum Hills Regional Park and
Treetops Adventures, and Kau-Ma Park (with views to Rocky
Knob).

5 Section 5a Wetlands Loop Trail
a (Richmond Vale Rail Trail)

Minmi/Fletcher to Shortland/Maryland via Hexham
Junction (and Tarro) - 15 km Coastal Wetlands Loop
Section 5a utilises former railway embankments and disused

pipeline corridors, providing bird watching and wildlife
experiences in a peri-urban setting.

Picture 13. lllustrated ‘Sugarloaf Range and Coastal Wetlands’ RVRT Segment of the Shiraz to Shore Trail; See Pictures 10 to 12 for further details.
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