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++ Some RVRT and Related Timelines were presented in a detailed Post in Sept. 2025 (see our Web or Facebook pages).
¢+ Including relevant Rail & Coal History, RVRT Planning & Promotion timelines, and Other Corridor & Infrastructure Plans.

Looking Forward by Looking Back -
Some RVRT and Related Timelines

(September 16th 2025): A recent Post
reflecting upon what has been achieved
and the core ingredients that are likely to
make the RVRT an ongoing success.
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% Extract from:
Craigie's General Map
of the Newcastle -
Maitland - Cessnock
District, NSW (c. 1920s).
% Showing the
Hexham to Minmi
and Spur line of the
Richmond Vale Rail line;
from Page 12 of
‘Towards the Richmond
Vale Rail Trail’ (2017).

Richmond Vale Railway — Completed in 1905 (by John “Baron”
Brown) — a private coal line servicing Richmond Main, Pelaw Main,
Stanford, Stockrington & Minmi Collieries.
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Orlglnal Hexham-Minmi rail line = Origins in mid-1850s.
Richmond Vale Railway — Completed in 1905 (by John “Baron”
Brown) — a private coal line servicing Richmond Main, Pelaw Main,
Stanford, Stockrington & Minmi Collieries.

x w*wd ANB G LINRRIEZEESR oN@® | 32

! O ¥S LEEIHay yoaRRH NBU S RAIGE RS S I A Y YOASYF 3 A@MIRRY (18 nmn @

x ¢KS wxwe¢ FTRMNNB2MAZSINA 123 G SNI / 2 N1LI2 NG {ang/NJLJAILgSR AYS 02 NNNNE
IKIS2 NMERKY2Y R +6F SEWA XY ¥k & M2 @XK2 8 SROPAY My T

x hiNRBIFIRY ®doHb 1Y

X

x CAGS t201t QBRYYUaNKNBEI KAy 2GR SaR?\EVSH\ S Ct{SHONKBINEY R |
6y SIdNIGSNI 2 SG06TyRa yiyKNBEH DA sy 2012 [F1S alTOldARNA
F OOSEENES KABAYRROND NE@E & (dzyy St &

++ RVRT first proposed

around 30 years ago. vy O i
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+ Active planning

underway for past bl -
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decade (since Feasibility - g7 4 “
study in 2014). aﬁ m&,
1U
xgﬂw KURRI m n@ \ﬂ “ R WAY

+* Runs along former . M"n @h yALLE
Rﬁ (32% k) o

: <& L

to Tarro, Stzslgzzzfgg ; < : ‘9‘9 i ;cd L

ar.1d tf_1e former . RN ' 5 iillers Siting ff

QT - .5~ o O oo Sl cicher) ”|smruand|

S ) ; O » ! —ocn Cu €Y Ty

et or R A [ Wi,
,,:r""z) . A | J}l

+¢ Five local community hubs — at Kurri Kurri (Log of knowledge Park),
- 1, Minmi, Fletcher, Tarro and Shortland (near Hunter Wetlands Centre),
PSS connecting three LGASs (Cessnock, Lake Macquarie and Newcastle); and
& accessing three historic brick-lined railway tunnels (T1 - T3).
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. Shiraz to Shore y Tarro| 46

I il - B
A Rail Trail & Wetlands Zone
RVRT Supporters’ Group - February 2026

Kurri Kurri
LAUITL AU

/
Cessnock LGA

Potential RVRT Sub-section Strategy: /
Seek Funding for Design & Construction of 13km 7 13 14

Sugarloaf Range Premier RVRT Section from o . ¢
Wallis Creek bridge (Point 3) to Lenaghans Drive Minmi 12 b 20 Shortland
road tunnel (Point 11). 7 Newcastle

Lake Macquarie LGA LGA

Twenty Likely Points of Interest (from West to East): 8. Stockrington State Conservation Area & 15. Minmi Junction to Hexham Junction - panoramic shlfaz to shore
proposed Mid-trail Precinct views across wetlands, cycle trail
1. Kurri Kurri Hub: Log of Knowledge Park; access to north- 9. Former Stockrington underground coal mines. 16. Tarro Hub: Tarro Park; future shared pathway links £\
western section of Shiraz to Shore, 10. Pambalong Nature Reserve. to Beresfield, Thornton & Maitland networks.
2. Werokata State Conservation Area (NE). 11. Road tunnels protecting Richmond Vale railway | 17. Coastal wetlands; future access to M1 Extension to
3. Wallis Creek RVRT bridge (70m single-span). alignment - M1 Pacific Motorway. Raymond Terrace & on-road cycleways. leely Polnts
4. Historic Railway Tunnel #3 & Surveyors Creek RVRT 12. Minmi Hub: Minmi village; Blue Gum Hills 18. Hunter Wetlands National Park (HWNP) - Western
bridge (15m two-span) Regional Park (BGHRP). Section. of Interest
5. Access to western Stockrington State Conservation Area. | 13. Fletcher Hub: Boardwalks; Kurraka Oval and 19. Hunter Wetlands Centre, Tuxford Park, Iranbark & Premier
6. Sugarloaf State Conservation Area. Community Centre; Kau-Ma Park & Rocky Knab. Creek bridge, Fishery Creek. RVRT s ti
7. Historic Railway Tunnels #1 & #2 (Lake Macquarie LGA). | 14. Future links to Wallsend; access to south- 20. Shortland Hub: Future connections to University & ecuon
eastern section of Shiraz to Shore. Newcastle Cyclesafe Network.

+» Twenty Likely RVRT Points of Interest (from West to East).
+ Section of Particular Interest to Rail Trail Enthusiasts & Eco-tourists: 13km from Wallis Creek bridge (Point 3) to Lenaghans
Drive road tunnel (Point 11, near Pambalong Nature Reserve), which includes historic railway embankments, tunnels & bridges.
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+ The RVRT can also be viewed as a Conservation Conduit — as it passes through or near a host of conservation areas
and reserves; making it a relatively unique rail trail.

+ To date, 27.5 km of the RVRT has received initial (concept-level) planning approval: approx. 13 km within Newcastle LGA
(on 6th December 2021); and 14.4 km within Cessnock LGA (on 17th May 2023).

IRl
Rail Trail & Wetlands Zone

RVRT Supporters’ Group - February 2026

“-Shiraz to Shore
~cycle trail

The Richmond Vale
Rail Trail (RVRT) as a
Conservation Conduit

National Parks & Nature
Reserves (C1 Land Zoning):
A. Werakata SCA
B. Sugarloaf SCA
C. Stockrington SCA
D. Pambalong Nature Reserve
E. Blue Gum Hills RP
F. Hunter Wetlands NP

Environmental Conservation
(C2 Land Zoning):
G. Balance of Hexham Wetlands
H. Woodbery/Tarro Wetlands
|. Hunter Wetlands Centre

RVRT Supporters’ Group - Feb. 2026

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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*+ Consistent with a Broad

Range of Regional Strategic

Plans & Local Plans

including HRP 2041, SRITP and : )
Hunter JO'’s Strategic Plan 2035 o'l ”, N6 EveL g

HM” i Esrg

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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Recent RVRT-related activities by local Councils:

% Inclusion of proposed RVRT-related (and $25-related) shared pathways in updated Strategic Plans during 2025
(for current Council terms), together with other local cross-connectors.

%+ Positive steps taken to help resolve outstanding land acquisition issues (within Newcastle & Cessnock LGAs).

% Current 5-year Newcastle &
Approval (DA 2020/00641) lapses - R R— VL ~ i (Minmi|

in December 2026 if construction j u / orangelorore RIS
has not commenced. F (% * , /"f//f//”\(’///,
e fOng@&HS’gﬂ ”"’d/
<+ City of Newcastle is currently G'/;f *
focussed on delivering two routes: J
Minmi to Minmi Junction; and
Fletcher to Minmi Junction
(arrowed) ... “targeting the end of
June 2026 for completion of the
project documentation [detailed
design and investigations], with the
tender process for construction due
to be initiated soon after”.

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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+¢ Still a long way to go ... but we
need to acknowledge the
considerable RVRT-related
efforts made to-date!

TOWARDS THE
RiCH!

ACTIVE TRANSPORT: =
THE RICHMOND 2 =
w::ri:;.:g Rail trail a step €103
fmtpet __—
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MOND VALE RAIL TRAIL
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4 Over the past 30 years, tens

of millions of dollars of public

money has already been spent

protecting the RVRT corridor,

including:

> Building tunnels under Lenaghans Drive

& the M1 (F3) Pacific Motorway;
Establishment and maintenance of
Pambalong Nature Reserve;

o Monitoring and preserving two historic
brick tunnels potentially impacted by
Hunter Expressway construction;

y Comprehensive Coastal Wetlands and
RVRT-related assessments;

o Careful planning for the M1 Extension
to Raymond Terrace and the proposed
Freight Rail Corridor.

Extremely wasteful if the RVRT
is not constructed, after the
decades of effort and planning.
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Includes Extracted YouTube Dron
Big JayDog Adventures, January 2
Steve Elliott, December 2025; anc
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Drone Cinematic, April 2025 & January 2026.
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*+ Rail Trails are also
very popularin
Australia and
internationally.

¢+ Rail Trails
Australia (RTA)
lists 193 Current
& Potential Trails.

¢ 19 of the 32
Potential Trails are
in NSW —so, there is
lots of competition
for funding!

(NRRT) &
Tumbarumba to Rosewood
are two NSW Rail Trails
that are prospering.

Rail Trails Australia Website
(February 26th 2026)
https://www.railtrails.org.au/trails/

Current and Potential Rail Trails

Partially
Open Open
NORTHERN TERRITORY 2 1

Temporarily

Potential Closed

NSW (NEW SOUTH WALES) 17
NSW Country and ACT
NSW Newcastle region*

NSW Sydney and Blue Mountains

QUEENSLAND

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
TASMANIA

VICTORIA

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

26
31
20
49
25

16
29
17
43
18

Total 193 142 18 32

* Open: Fernleigh Track, Glendale to Wallsend Tramway Track, Fassifern to Toronto Greenway Track;
Potential: Richmond Vale Rail Trail (RVRT), Awaba — Wangi Rail Trail.
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+* Hunter Joint Organisation of Councils
(Hunter JO) initiated discussion about the
proposed 100+km Shiraz to Shore (525)

cycle trail around 2020. - ._ R““‘g‘,".", Morpeth
Maitland O,. ko 9
++ A broad vision for the S2S was presented in ¢ _ o

the Hunter Regional Plan 2041 (December 2022, _ il

Page 45 — see opposite), which included a 5 S Kumi Ku O Heddon Greta O T
relatively wide mix of existing, approved and Richmont Vate Rail Tail

proposed cycleways, as well as potential future

extensions; the full RVRT was also included, o o O Mayfield
within the ‘Ready for funding’ category.

]

Fern Bay

Ready for funding
e Cycleway-Approved and designed
+#+ In late 2022, Hunter JO received grants from @m= Cycleway-Concept design

the NSW Government to undertake required Future funding opportunities
background research and consultation mnn Cycleway-Future extensions

.
to move the 525 proposal forward. = Cycleway-Future upgrades E O Betmont
Existing cycling facilities g

Newcastle

« Refinement of the $2S Concept Plan, Completed cycleways

- . @ Road or mountain biking
Business Case & associated Hunter Cycle

Tourism Strategy occurred during 2023-24,
Proposed 525 cycle trail: “... to complement the Hunter’s major tourism attractions ...

boost cycle tourism and ... create an accessible cycle experience for all”.
RVRT Supporters’ Group 4 4 P f
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https://youtu.be/X4KlcOq7AJI
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s - . T, e Herald print Edifion: Saturday
% Finalised Plans were launched in o HERALD pmm—
early August 2024, together with a Shiraz )

i H Shore:
Promotional (3 Min. 45 Sec.) I;)km“fl(lll'

YouTube video ( bike trail

— with a specific focus on 8 core

sections leading directly from

Wine Country to the Shores of ’ . R
Newcastle (Harbour/Beach) and Shiraz i

Lake Macquarie. { T”EPVO;JOSEdShiertL;h ShOre Cycle Trail

the Hunte 'ore cycle trail extends f; =
" Valley to Newcastle and e Macqu'; ﬂ:’;’:’fﬁ": ::: Cﬁounrry of
cific Coast,

++ The estimated cost in the 525
Business Case (2024) was approx. $90m.

Maittang —
[ Existing trails

1 Tralls need constructing

Trail Sections

- n Hunter Valley Wine co,
27km ain g Ve
tlands
13km

.2 Back Country Bushland Sorklands and Urban Pathways
land:
Tkm E b

§ B Counvy Towns s cun
ool ultural Heritage -
tive shore route
Macquarie - 15km ua

n aN:.-..m“"' City Fareshore

Alter,

Rich; i
ichmond'

BN Fichmendvaie Rairai

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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* Recent Advocacy by Hunter JO has
focussed on diversification of the
Hunter’s Economy, Housing & Growth,
Tourism & Transport, and Resilience &
Sustainability — whilst framing S2S
benefits largely from a Cycle Tourism
perspective — for example: as an

Iconic ‘hero experience’ to attract
‘high value cycle tourists’.

++ Positive return on S2S Investment
- Estimated 230,000 users.

++ 525 Advocacy remains a priority in
Hunter JO’s Strategic Plan 2035.

++ Recent Pre-Budget Submissions to

NSW & Federal Governments (Dec.

2025, Jan. 2026) include requests for

$23m to fund the ‘Shiraz’ $2S section

(supporting 2028 Bicentennial of A e Plan 2035
Commercial Wine Growing). 1

RVRT Supporters’ Group
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