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Context - The questions 

 Newcastle in 1997 

 Bicentennial – fantastic program of events

 BHP closing 

What would happen after the steel works ? 

Can the Hunter begin to transition ?

 For local government 

 5 years after Rio – the Earth Summit 

 Local Agenda 21 



What we achieved 

 A 4 day conference 

More than 80 parts to the program 

 Up to 10 parallel events at one time ( madness) 

 Approximately 2000 attendees 

 Fringe events 

 Social events 



What we achieved 

Speakers from 30 plus countries 

Diversity of topics –anti corruption to local 
economic development 

Govt support to bring around 20 people from 
developing countries 

Approximately 2000 attendees 



Diversity of topics – a snap shot

Women, diversity and development 

Bangkok traffic & air quality 

 Shelter & housing

Sustainable business practices 

Transparency and corruption

Urban agriculture

 Industrial cities in transition  

 Local economic development 

Resource recovery 

Water, sanitation & health 



The Newcastle 

Declaration 

We declare

We call upon

We affirm

Submitted to UN – Rio plus 5

in New York  



Local Agenda 21 

 Local Agenda 21 is a process which facilitates sustainable development at 
community level. It is an approach based on participation which respects the 
social, cultural, economic and environmental needs of the present and future 
citizens of a community in all its diversity and which relates that community and 
its future to the regional, national and international community of which it is a 
part.

 Local Agenda 21 … promotes a participatory, long-term, strategic planning 
process that helps municipalities identify local sustainability priorities and 
implement long-term action plans.

 ICLEI – Local Government for Sustainability



Local Agenda 21 



LA 21 now 

institutionalised  





City of Canning 



City of Canning 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtbmxhdguIU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtbmxhdguIU


City of Newcastle  



What next  - Resilient Cities 



Resilience thinking –have we started this conversation ? 

It is about the vulnerability of our landscapes, technologies  and 
our institutions to respond  



New urban productivity agenda  

Jeb Brugmann 2015 “The Productive City: Growth in a No – Growth World”



2017 – 20 years on 

In 1997 – BHP was closing

Newcastle has prospered 

2017 – debate about closing a coal fired 
power station 

Echoes of the same debate

Can the Hunter transition beyond coal ?



The Journey  - Pathways 

 “Developing a strategy for ecological change … may be 
best compared with planning a long journey.  If the 
destination is far away and it is uncertain when we will get 
there, then it is wise to set off in the general direction and 
to make the travelling meaningful and agreeable in itself.  
This implies creating steps that are self motivating and 
choosing means that are meaningful and not just a means 
to an end.”

 Sybrand Tjallingi 1996 


